TITLE IX — GENERAL PROVISIONS

PART A — DEFINITIONS
SEC. 9101. DEFINITIONS.

(37) SCIENTIFICALLY BASED RESEARCH- The term scientifically based research' — 

(A) means research that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective procedures to obtain reliable and valid knowledge relevant to education activities and programs; and

(B) includes research that — 

(i) employs systematic, empirical methods that draw on observation or experiment;

(ii) involves rigorous data analyses that are adequate to test the stated hypotheses and justify the general conclusions drawn;

(iii) relies on measurements or observational methods that provide reliable and valid data across evaluators and observers, across multiple measurements and observations, and across studies by the same or different investigators;

(iv) is evaluated using experimental or quasi-experimental designs in which individuals, entities, programs, or activities are assigned to different conditions and with appropriate controls to evaluate the effects of the condition of interest, with a preference for random-assignment experiments, or other designs to the extent that those designs contain within-condition or across-condition controls;

(v) ensures that experimental studies are presented in sufficient detail and clarity to allow for replication or, at a minimum, offer the opportunity to build systematically on their findings; and

(vi) has been accepted by a peer-reviewed journal or approved by a panel of independent experts through a comparably rigorous, objective, and scientific review.

Program/Product Evaluation Rating Form

(Fairbanks North Star Borough School District)

____________________________ Program/Product Evaluated

The purpose of this form is to assist in determining the appropriateness and effectiveness of various programs and products in meeting the needs for improving educational programs and attaining performance goals.

The form begins by identifying local conditions in which the program or product is to be applied.  In order to select and/or develop appropriate and effective programs we must first identify in what conditions (setting, population, and outcomes) we are applying the program or product.  The second part of the form is used to rate various aspects of the research upon which the effectiveness of the program or product is based.  We are initially assuming that some kind of research has been conducted to show that the program or product works.  Programs and products that have no research base should be immediately suspect.  In order to properly evaluate the program or product you will need to obtain a copy of the research study (or studies) that have been done.  Ask the vendor or contact PP&E to see if the Educational Research Service (ERS) has reports for the program in question.  Request technical reports from the product developers or contact current users of the program or products to see if they know of any research that has been conducted.

Identifying the Local Conditions and Needs

Complete the following section to specify your local conditions and needs.  This is important so that you can determine the degree of match (and hence applicability) between the program or product and what you are trying to achieve.

My School’s Context:

School Size _________  number of students.

Grade Levels served _________________.

Community in which my school is located:   ____ urban    ____ suburban  ____ rural

I am a ___public________ school.

             (public/private)

Average Class Size  ______________ students per class.

Overall achievement level   __ Below Average  __ About Average  __ Above Average




    (less than 40 %ile)     (40-60%ile) 
   (above 60%ile)

Identifying the Local Conditions and Needs (continued)

My Student Population:

Low Income level:   _______ % students on Free/Reduced Lunch 

Ethnic Distribution:
______ % White,
_____ % Alaska Native/American Indian




______ % Black,
_____ % Other




______ % Overall percent Minority

Gender Distribution
_____ % Females,
_____ % Males

Special Populations
___ % Students with disabilities,
___% English Lang. Learners

Other special characteristics of my students: _______________________________

My Primary Educational Outcome to be Achieved:
Student Outcomes:


Student Achievement
_______________  Subject Area (e.g. reading, math)

_______________
Measuring Tool (Benchmark test, TerraNova, be specific)

_______________
Grade Level Measured

Student Behavior
_______________    What Behavior?(attendance, disciplinary offenses, study skills)

Teacher Outcomes:

       Teacher Content Knowledge

________________________________




(Subject Area)

       Teacher Teaching Skills/Strategies
________________________________




(Which Skills/Strategies)

Other Local Conditions:

______________________________________________________________________

Evaluation of the Program/Product

Based on the research report, technical study, or other source of information about the

product record the following information.  If you don’t know or there is no information, 

please record “Don’t Know” on the form

The Context in which the research was conducted:

School Size:
__ Large schools (specify_____)
__ Small Schools (specify ______)

Grade Levels included in research _________________.

Community in which research was conducted:  

 ____ urban    ____ suburban  ____ rural

Was research laboratory based   or   field-based?  (circle one)

Type of schools in research study:  ___________ school.

             (public/private)

Average Class Size ________________ students per class used in the research study.

Overall achievement level of student in the study

   __ Below Average  __ About Average  __ Above Average



    (less than 40 %ile)     (40-60%ile) 
   (above 60%ile)

Other context factors: ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Student Population used in the research study:

Low Income level:   _______ % students on Free/Reduced Lunch 

Ethnic Distribution:
______ % White,
_____ % Alaska Native/American Indian




______ % Black,
_____ % Other




______ % Overall percent Minority

Gender Distribution
_____ % Females,
_____ % Males

Special Populations
___ % Students with disabilities,
___% English Lang. Learners

Other special characteristics of students: _______________________________

Evaluation of the Program/Product (continued)

Primary Educational Outcome Used in the research study:
Student Outcomes Used in the Research Study:

Was the student measure unique to the study or a more commonly available test?

(circle an underlined type)

Are the measurements used reliable and valid (is this reported)? ____  Yes/No

Were multiple measures used?  _____  Yes/No


Student Achievement
_______________  Subject Area (e.g. reading, math)

_______________
Measuring Tool (Benchmark test, TerraNova, be specific)

_______________
Grade Level Measured

Student Behavior
_______________    What Behavior?(attendance, disciplinary offenses, study skills)

Teacher Outcomes:

       Teacher Content Knowledge

________________________________




(Subject Area)

       Teacher Teaching Skills/Strategies
________________________________




(Which Skills/Strategies)

Methodological Considerations

Was rigorous experimental/quasi-experimental designs used?      _______  Yes/No

Did the research use a control group?   _______  Yes/No

Did the research use a pretest/posttest design?  _______ Yes/No

Has the research received peer-review?   _______  Yes/No

Has the research been replicated?   _____  Yes/No

Overall Evaluation of the Research

Rate the degree of match between the program and your local conditions:

Context Similarities:
___ Low
___ Medium

___ High

Population Similarities:
___ Low
___ Medium

___ High

Outcome Similarities:
___ Low
___ Medium

___ High

Rate the methodological Considerations:

Employs systematic, rigorous methodology:
_____  (1 = poor, 5 = very good)

Uses reliable, valid, objective measuring tools
_____  (1 = poor, 5 = very good)

Research studies reported in detail and clear     _____  (1 = poor, 5 = very good)

Research replicated and has had adequate

External review                                                    _____  (1 = poor, 5 = very good)

Overall Evaluation of the Program/Product

Based on the match between your local conditions and needs, and the methodological considerations, what is your overall judgment of the appropriateness and effectiveness of this program or product?

______________________________________________________________________
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