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IDEIA 2004 – Special Education Changes
Access the following Special Education Resources on the State website  www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/sped
Look for these resources:
· Always utilize the Alaska Special Education Handbook as a first search resource.

· IDEIA 2004 Resources (this is a link to the U.S. Department of Education website)

· 34 CFR Parts 300 & 301; the Final Regulations (available in PDF format)

· IDEIA 2004 – 19 Topic Briefs  

· OSEP has developed a series of topic briefs around several high-interest areas of IDEA.  Topic briefs include a summary of all relevant statutory language around that topic, the citations and cross-reference, when applicable, to other related briefs

· OSEP Topic Briefs – Technical Assistance Tools

The following items available in greater detail as shown on the special education website.

	1
	Alignment with the No Child Left Behind Act
	10 items

	2
	Children Enrolled by their Parents in Private School
	14 items

	3
	Changes in Initial Evaluation and Reevaluation
	7 items

	4
	Discipline
	9 items

	5
	Dis-proportionality and Over identification
	4 items

	6
	Early Intervening Services
	6 items

	7
	Highly Qualified Teachers
	14 items 

	8
	Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team Meeting and Changes to the IEP
	6 items

	9
	Individual Education Plan (IEP)
	7 items

	10
	Local funding
	4 items

	11
	National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS)
	6 items

	12
	Part C Amendments in IDEA 2004
	8 items

	13
	Part C Option: Age 3 to Kindergarten Age
	7 items

	14
	Procedural Safeguards:  Surrogate, Notice and Consent
	6 items

	15
	Procedural Safeguards:  Mediation and Resolution Sessions
	5 items

	16
	Procedural Safeguards:  Due Process Hearings
	10 items

	17
	Secondary Transition
	7 items

	18
	State Funding
	12 items

	19
	Statewide and District-wide Assessments
	5 items

	
	
	147 items


Best and Biggest Changes
KIDS

· Alignment with NCLB – “access to the general curriculum

· Early intervening

· Vocational Rehabilitation to become more involved in IEP

· Alternative Assessments are part of the accountability system

PARENTS

· Be able to CONSENT to transition agency participation in IEP

· Resolution Meetings to resolve conflict or disagreement

· Can develop & change plans using conference calls or writing versus meetings

· Schools must report quarterly to parents regarding the student’s progress

DISTRICTS

· Discipline – In addition to guns, bombs & drugs…can remove a student for serious bodily injury

· Alignment with NCLB

· Early Intervening

· Use of IDEA Funds for ESEA when in compliance with IDEA

SEA

· States share enforcement on FAPE, General Supervision, and Transition
· Congress states its commitment to reach full funding by 2011

Final Thoughts

BE AWARE of the following…

· The Alaska State Performance Plan – SPP has 20 indicators that will be reported to the public (posted on the Special Education website by February 2, 2007), and the Annual Performance Report – APR will also be completed by February 2, 2007. 
· District Data personnel (both regular and special education) need to be working collaboratively in the submission of special education data as it is related to Oasis and the Supplemental Workbook (accurate and timely data such as suspensions, expulsions, child count, LRE, assessments, graduation and drop out rates, etc).
· All districts will be required to submit a supplemental workbook by July 15, 2007.

· Questions about the APR or the SPP should be directed to Art Arnold or Sharon Schumacher.

· Indicators 1-14 will be reported to the public at the local level.  Based upon this data, the district will receive one of the following designations: 1.  Meets Requirements,   2.  Needs Assistance 3.  Needs Intervention  or  4.  Needs Substantial Intervention.

· The department is in the process of aligning State statutes and regulations with the Federal statutes and regulation.  Please review and provide comment as necessary.

More information

Art Arnold, Director of Special Education
Phone 907-465-2972, email -  Art_Arnold@eed.state.ak.us
www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/sped  

