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Winter Conference – NCLB Roundtable

UNITY PROJECT –
A Longitudinal Data System

Data Mining for Student Success
· Goal of Unity:  TO PROVIDE ACCURATE, TIMELY, AND ACCESSIBLE STUDENT-LEVEL DATA 

· Benefits of the LDS Unity Project:

· Unity will provide districts with an efficient way to provide necessary data to the state resulting in more available time for districts to focus on student achievement.

· Selected EED staff and staff from each school district will receive ongoing end-user training in using the data system.  

· Stakeholders (EED, lawmakers, school districts, researchers, and general public) will have access to data via web-portals and provided end-user policies and procedures, and training tools.
· Schools Interoperability Framework Association (SIFA) membership for all Alaska school districts.
· Development of the data warehouse is progressing forward with an expected completion by summer 2007.  Some benefits of a data warehouse include:

· District student-level data will be stored in a single location department wide (the data warehouse)
· Overall data quality will be improved through various data verification procedures when information is received into the data warehouse.  Checks for redundancy, accuracy, completeness will be done during data submission.  Identified problems will make it easier for submitting districts to implement data quality.  

· Clean data from the warehouse will be shared among data mart information repositories such as test scores, qualifications, eligibility, etc. (See back page diagram for flow chart processes) ensuring data accuracy and consistency.

· During the next phase of the Unity Project, stakeholders will be meeting to help formulate the needs of various groups – this information will be incorporated into the development of the web portals which people will use to access the data.  One of the web portal goals will be to provide customizable and standardized reports targeted for specific stakeholders.

More information

Sidney Fadaoff
Program Coordinator, Unity Project

Dept. of Education & Early Development

801 W. 10th St., Suite 200

Juneau, Alaska  99801

(907) 465-8728      Fax: (907) 465-8676
www.eed.state.ak.us/data_mgmt
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