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What Works? Resources for Research-Based Instructional Interventions & Strategies
Are you looking for practical ways to improve student achievement? Strengthen teaching and learning processes with research-based instructional strategies and technology.
FOCUS on EFFECTIVENESS 
Integrating Technology into Research-Based Strategies

Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory

(www.netc.org/focus/)

Focus on Effectiveness brings together two powerful resources to improve classroom results: research about effective instructional practices, and carefully selected technology tools and recommendations for their use. Research and technology play an increasing role in curriculum development and school decision-making. This website brings the two together in a context that is useful for teachers. 

· Researched-Based Strategies

· Current Challenges

· Integrating Technologies

· All Classroom Examples
Focus on Effectiveness builds on the landmark work of educational researchers Robert J. Marzano, Debra Pickering, and Jane E. Pollock, authors of Classroom Instruction that Works. Their meta-analyses and research shed light on effective strategies for improving teaching and learning. Their work can be found at the Mid-continent Research on Education and Learning (McREL). http://www.mcrel.org
Technology Solutions that Work 
Mathematics and Literacy Research
Metiri Group 
(www.metiri.com/techsolutions/)

The Technology Solutions That Work (TSW) Database is designed to put research about software at the fingertips of every interested educator in the state.  It provides a comprehensive analysis of what research says works and doesn't work with technology products intended to improve reading and mathematics, and gives an in-depth, unbiased analysis of each study. In particular, it can help educators to find technology solutions that increase learning among students who are underachieving. Alaska currently has access to analyses of technology interventions for both literacy and mathematics.

What Works Clearinghouse 
A trusted source of scientific evidence of what works in education

U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences

(www.whatworksclearinghouse.org/)

The WWC aims to promote informed education decision making through a set of easily accessible databases and user-friendly reports that provide education consumers with high-quality reviews of the effectiveness of replicable educational interventions (programs, products, practices, and policies) that intend to improve student outcomes.
Current Topics and Interventions

A topic is defined by the intended outcome (e.g., improving literacy skills), the intended population (e.g., elementary school students from low-income backgrounds), and the types of interventions (e.g., particular programs, products, practices, or policies) that may produce the intended outcome for that population.

· Beginning Reading 

· Character Education 

· Dropout Prevention 

· Early Childhood Education 

· Elementary School Math 

· English Language Learners 

· Middle School Math
Interventions are programs (e.g., Accelerated Schools), products (for example, a textbook or a particular curriculum), practices (e.g., mixed-age grouping), and policies (e.g., class size reduction) that can be adopted by multiple schools and districts.
	The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) collects, screens, and identifies studies of effectiveness of educational interventions (programs, products, practices, and policies). The WWC regularly updates the WWC Technical Standards and their application to take account of new considerations brought forth by experts and users. Such changes may result in re-appraisals of studies and/or interventions previously reviewed and rated. The current WWC Standards offer guidance for those planning or carrying out studies, not only in the design considerations but the analysis and reporting stages as well. The WWC Standards, however, may not pertain to every situation, context, or purpose of a study and will evolve.



More information

Cecilia Miller, Educational Technology Program Manager
465-8703, Cecilia_Miller@eed.state.ak.us
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/EdTech/
