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Alaska Parent Information and Resource Center

Family-Friendly Walkthrough

School:




Date of Walkthrough:

Continuum of progress
4 (Gets high marks!) The school has fully addressed most aspects of family friendliness as outlined in this criteria.
3 (Getting there) The school has done some notable things to address this aspect of family-friendliness.
2 (Needs work) The school has made an effort to address this aspect of family-friendliness but there is room for additional growth.
1 (Needs significant work!) A good area to focus on in building a more family-friendly school.

	Items being scored
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Evidence/Comments:

	A. Physical Environment

	
	
	
	
	

	1. The school looks welcoming from the outside and the entryway is clear as visitors approach the building.

	
	
	
	
	

	2. There is parking set aside for visitors.

	
	
	
	
	

	3. The school’s entry and halls are clean and welcoming, with clear directions and signs for common destinations.  Signs are translated into the languages represented in the community.

	
	
	
	
	

	4. There is a parent resource room or area.

	
	
	
	
	

	5. The school’s décor and displays reflect the diversity of the community you serve.
	
	
	
	
	

	B.  Schoolwide Policies and Practices

	
	
	
	
	

	1. The school holds an event early in the year to welcome families, make introductions, and share how parents can be involved in their child’s education throughout the year.

	
	
	
	
	

	2. The school staff understands the communities with whom      they work.

	
	
	
	
	

	3    School provides parent involvement opportunities throughout the school year intended to develop meaningful relationships between parents and staff

	
	
	
	
	

	4.  The school staff welcomes all families.

	
	
	
	
	

	5. Discipline and homework policies are developed in partnership with parents and reflect the needs of the school as well as an understanding and respect for the community.  The staff and parents understand their roles in supporting both policies.

	
	
	
	
	

	For Title I Schools

6. The school has and follows a parent involvement policy or plan that meets all requirements. 
	
	
	
	
	

	7. The school has a Home School Compact that outlines how parents and teachers will collaborate to ensure student success in meeting academic standards.


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	C.  Home-School Communication
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Principals and staff invite meaningful dialogue with parents and students in response to concerns.

	
	
	
	
	

	2. Parents are encouraged to ask questions and express concerns on behalf of their child.

	
	
	
	
	

	3. The school informs parents of policies, events, and opportunities via a variety of media – e.g., newsletters, fliers, website, automated phone messages, personal phone calls, parent informational meetings, home visits, and/or language & cultural liaisons.

	
	
	
	
	

	4. Written materials are easily readable, using simple language and sentences, and are free of educational jargon.  When appropriate, they are translated into the home languages of families the school serves.


	
	
	
	
	


Please Note:  This form is designed to be administered by trained parents or school staff to provide insight into how well the school is doing on the central components of family friendliness and family involvement.
AKPIRC staff is ready to work with you to develop a plan based on the needs and interests of your school.

Call AKPIRC:  907-349-0651

Email: Karin Halpin, karinh@serrc.org  or Julie Jessal, juliej@serrc.org
www.akpirc.org
AKPIRC is funded through the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement, Parental Information and Resource Center program, under Grant #U310A060087
This form was adapted from Rhode Island PIRC.
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