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SAY THANK YOU TO YOUR LEGISLATORS!    

It is very important, as a recipient of a grant from the Alaska State Council on the Arts, that you contact your legislator and let them know how much you appreciate public support of the arts.

1.  Write a letter. 

Here are some details to include:

· Tell a bit about the project that was funded through our agency, and how much you appreciate the grant;

· Tell them if the project would not have been possible without the grant;

· If state support provides your organization leverage to obtain other, larger grants, then please state this; 

· If your project involves children, have them help you with your letter or better yet, send their own;

· If you have press coverage, include that with the letter.

2. Who are your legislators?  Contact legislators from your residence – not your business. Legislators want to hear from their constituents.  Be sure to contact both your Senator and your Representative.

3. Here’s how to find your legislators.  
You can search elected officials by community through the Division of Elections website at:
www.ltgov.state.ak.us/elections/distcom.php
If you can’t find your legislators, call our office at 1-888-278-7424 and we’ll help you find your Senator and Representative.

4.  Include a copy of your letters in your final report to ASCA.

We have a lot more ideas that we’d like to share with you about getting elected officials involved in arts events.  Think of every event you hold as an arts advocacy opportunity.  Invite a legislator, and when he/she comes, make sure you do proper introductions.  By attending an arts event, a politician is personally exposed to the importance of an arts organization in the community.

Thank you – you are helping to make sure that public funding of the arts continues in Alaska.
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