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NAEP: Instructional Tools from the National Assessment of Educational Progress*

January 18, 2007 Winter Conference Roundtable
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is often called the gold standard of assessment. NAEP, called “the Nation’s Report Card,” releases questions after every assessment. (NAEP assessments are given at grades 4, 8, and 12.) These released questions cover a variety of subjects, including reading, math, writing, science, civics, and history. Performance data on how students did on each question is also released. 

For Alaska, reading and math questions for grades 4 and 8 have been linked to Alaska’s GLEs. Teachers can see how Alaska students did on these questions and also compare Alaska student performance to the national average.

Alaska teachers can use this bank of questions for a variety of purposes:

· Self-tests for students so they can compare their performance to the state and to the nation

· Demonstrate models of good assessment

· Teach Question-Answer Relationships using the NAEP reading passages and questions

· Teach students how to use reasoning skills to answer questions in a variety of formats (transfer of knowledge skills)

· Use rubrics and student answers for constructed-answer questions to show students what a “complete” answer is 

· Practice in the format of large-scale assessments

· Illustrate student achievement with item maps


· Use NAEP questions on classroom assessments or activities (there are many constructed-response questions that can be used as a springboard for exploration)

Reading and math questions linked to Alaska Grade Level Expectations with national and Alaska student performance data:

http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/naep.html (select NAEP questions under Resources)

Database of all released NAEP questions:

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls/
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* NAEP Named Most Influential Education Study 
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is “the most influential study” in education, according to a recent survey by the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center. The study, Influence: A Study of the Factors Shaping Education Policy, aimed to identify the factors that have most influenced the educational landscape in the last ten years. It found that “the leading information source—the National Assessment of Educational Progress—also emerged as the top-ranked influential study.” 

When all the votes are tallied, the National Assessment of Educational Progress rises to the top of the field with an overall Influence Index value of 100 points. The study earns this perfect score by receiving top rankings for each of the three individual influence elements (expert ratings, news coverage, and citation in scholarly journals).

