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Homeless Education Program (Title X)


Barriers to Identifying Homeless Children/Youth:

· Embarrassment or fear keep families/youth from reporting homeless status
· Off the Radar: Families not connected with shelters or social service agencies are largely invisible to school personnel esp. in large districts 
· High Mobility tends to lead to unreliable contact information
· Ignorance or False Assumptions: 
· Staff don’t understand homelessness or poverty issues 
· Staff unaware of homeless definition or district responsibilities under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
· Assumption: families are doubled-up by choice or for cultural reasons 
· Myth--Too cold in Alaska to have any homeless

· Myth--All homeless - single adults w/mental health problems
Strategies for Overcoming Barriers:

· A well informed, caring and pro-active Homeless Liaison is key
· Training: All appropriate district staff should receive training: 

· homeless definition under the law 
· recognizing signs of homelessness 
· understanding the educational rights of homeless children

· understanding the responsibilities of Liaison and school district 
· Extensive outreach and active collaboration with outside agencies and organizations serving homeless
· Using sensitivity and discretion to inquire into a family’s living situation
Strategies for Providing Services:

· Transportation: Work with existing systems in your community 
· Effective Head Start programs and public preschool programs can help those most vulnerable  
· Collaboration with community members/organizations and referrals to health and social service agencies

· Effective communication with parents to inform them what services can benefit their children

2009—Alaska’s Homeless Education Program:
· Four districts receive competitive subgrants: Anch., Kenai, Juneau, Mat-Su 

· Upcoming Federal Monitoring of Alaska’s Homeless Program
· High energy costs in AK leads to lack of affordable housing (esp. rural areas) 
· Gov. Council for Homeless- working to form an Alaska Housing Trust 
· State Coordinators meeting Feb. 2-5 2009 (How can I help your program?)
· NAEHCY National Conference- Nov. 14-17 2009 in Denver, CO
Alaska Homeless Facts 
· Over 14,000 people in Alaska annually experience homelessness (AHFC)
· 28% of total homeless Alaskans are families with children (AHFC)
· Families are fastest growing segment of homeless 
· Anchorage SD identified a total of 2,832 homeless children in 2007-08 school year (1752 enrolled) 
· There are estimated to be over 3,300 Homeless households (~ half of them families) in Alaska during the winter of 2008 (Gov. Council)
· Approximately 33% of Anchorage SD’s homeless children and youth are Alaska Native 
· Nationwide, school districts are reporting a sharp rise in homeless students due to the current economic and financial crisis (NAEHCY)
Affects of Homelessness on Children/Youth (Report by Family Housing Fund-1999)
· Significantly higher rates of:

· developmental delays (2x incidence of learning disabilities)
· behavioral problems 
· 75% of homeless children test below grade level in reading
· 54% of homeless children test below grade level in math 

· Consistently have more health problems than other poor children 
· Go hungry more than twice as often as other children 
· Much higher rates of mental disorders compared with peers
Do you know— 
· …that the definition of “homeless” under Title X is much broader than the HUD definition  and includes “doubled-up” and “couch-surfing”?
· …that districts must set aside Title I funds for serving identified homeless children in Non-Title I Schools?
· …what percent of the children in your district are identified as homeless?

· …who your district liaison is and whether they know their responsibilities?

· …what measures your SD uses to ensure homeless children are identified?
· …a homeless student has the right to stay in their school of origin (if determined to be in student’s best interest)
