Winter Conference 2010
New Graduation Rate Calculations

Formula for the “four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate” 

The formula is the number of students who graduate in four years with a regular high school diploma divided by number of students who form the adjusted cohort for the graduating class.  Beginning in 9th grade, students entering that grade for the first time form a cohort that subsequently is “adjusted” by adding students who transfer into the cohort or subtracting students who transfer out, emigrate to another country or die.

                                                                                               EXAMPLE
Why are we changing graduation rate calculations?
· Federal Title 1 regulations mandate 
· Establishing a uniform and accurate measure of the high school graduation rate that is comparable across states makes sense
Timeline

· Report cards in 2010-2011 school year 

· AYP  in 2011-2012 school year

Certain changes

· Disaggregation by  subgroup graduation rates within AYP

· State must set continuous and substantial improvement targets

· Identification of first year ninth grade students 
· Comparison between  EED and district 
· Maintain cohort at EED/development of procedures
· Written confirmation for cohort student removal (in some situations)
Changes in question
· Current goal of 55.58% may not be accepted by USED
· Proposing student minimum N of 5
· Setting subgroup status year

· How to count summer graduates

Resources 
High School Graduation Rate Non-Regulatory Guidance http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/hsgrguidance.pdf
Number of cohort members who earned a regular high school diploma by the end of the 2011- 2012 school year 


÷


Number of first-time 9th graders in fall 2008 (starting cohort) plus students who transfer in, minus students who transfer out, emigrate, or die during school years 2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012
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