State Board of Education & Early Development
June 9 & 10, 2011
Anchorage School District
5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd.
Anchorage, AK

Unapproved Agenda

Thursday, June 9, 2011

8:00 AM CalltoOrderand Roll Call..........coooiii e, Esther Cox, Chair
Pledge of Allegiance ........coovii i e Esther Cox, Chair
Approval of Agenda for June 9, 2011....................ccecveneeen....ESther Cox, Chair
Disclosures of potential conflicts of interest ........................ Esther Cox, Chair
Presentation for Donald Handeland ............ccccooeviiniinnciienenn, Esther Cox, Chair

8:15 AM Public CommeNnt ... ..o e Esther Cox, Chair
Public comment is open on agenda and non-agenda items. Comment at this oral
hearing is limited to three minutes per person and five minutes per group. The
following Legislative Information Offices (LIO’s) will participate: Anchorage,
Barrow, Bethel, Fairbanks, Juneau, Kenai, Ketchikan, Kodiak, Kotzebue, Mat-Su,
Nome, and Sitka. For more information about L10’s, call 465-4648. In the event
that there are more than three hours of public comment the board may move to
amend the agenda to extend the oral hearing to accommodate those present before
7:55 a.m. who did not have an opportunity to comment. The board also reserves
the right to adjourn at a later time.

Work Session

8:45 AM 1. Mt. Edgecumbe High School Graduation Requirements
............................................................................................... Commissioner Hanley
.................................................................................... Randy Hawk, Superintendent
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9:15 AM 2. Assessment Work Session (2 parts)
.............................................................................................. Commissioner Hanley
......................................................................................... Erik McCormick, Director

9:15 AM 2A. Standards

10:15 AM BREAK

10:30 AM 2B. High School Graduation Qualifying Exam (HSGQE)

11:30 AM 3. Charter Schools Initial & Renewal ...... ....cccccoeviviiinnnn, Commissioner Hanley
............................................................................................. Cyndy Curran, Director

3A. Early College of Alaska Charter High School (Initial)
3B. Chinook Montessori Charter School (Renewal)

12:00 LUNCH

1:00 PM 4. Career and Technical Education Plan Progress................ Commissioner Hanley
............................................................................................. Cyndy Curran, Director
......................................... Helen Mehrkens, CTE Administrator, via teleconference

1:20 PM 5 Alaska Pacific University NCATE Accreditation............. Commissioner Hanley
............................................................................................ Cyndy Curran, Director

1:45 PM 6. Alaska Pacific UNIVErSity........ccccoveniiiiniienine e Commissioner Hanley
........................................................................................... Dr. Don Bantz, President

2:10 PM 7. Alaska TECh Prep.....cooeiiieiei e Commissioner Hanley
............................ Cathie LeCompte, Alaska Tech Prep Consortium Board Member
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2:30 PM 8. Center for Alaska Education Policy Research at ISER.....Commissioner Hanley
............................ Diane Hirshberg, Associate Professor of Education Policy, UAA
3:00 PM BREAK
3: 15 PM 9. Regulations
9A. Opening a Period of Public comment............c...c.ccoc.... Commissioner Hanley
9A. Alaska Performance Scholarship..................... Cyndy Curran, Director
9B. Regulations to AdOpPL........ccceveiieieiieiierr e, Commissioner Hanley
9B-1.4 AAC 12,4 AAC 18, 4 AAC 19 Teacher Certification
Supplemental NOLICE..........ccceevveereee e Cyndy Curran, Director
9B-2. 4 AAC 12 Teacher Certification ................... Cyndy Curran, Director
9B-3. 4 AAC 04, 4 AAC 06 Assessment............ Erik McCormick, Director
9B-4. 4 AAC 58 Museum Fees...........ccooevvrennns Linda Thibodeau, Director
3:30 PM 10. Commissioner/Department Priorities...........ccoeveverivervsnnne. Esther Cox, Chair
4:30 PM RECESS
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State Board of Education & Early Development
June 9 & 10, 2011
Anchorage School District
5530 E. Northern Lights Blvd.
Anchorage, AK

Unapproved Agenda
Friday, June 10, 2011
8:00 AM Call toOrderand Roll Call..........coooiii e, Esther Cox, Chair
Approval of Agenda for June 10, 2011.....................ccee..........ESther Cox, Chair
Disclosures of potential conflicts of interest ........................ Esther Cox, Chair
Business Meeting
8:10 AM 11. Regulations
11A. Opening a Period of Public Comment........................ Commissioner Hanley
11A. Alaska Performance Scholarship................... Cyndy Curran, Director
11B. Regulations to Adopt
11B-1. 4 AAC 12,4 AAC 18, 4 AAC 19 Teacher Certification
Supplemental NOLICE...........cccoveveiiieiiere e Cyndy Curran, Director
11B-2. 4 AAC 12 Teacher Certification .............. Cyndy Curran, Director
11B-3. 4 AAC 04, 4 AAC 06 Assessment ......Erik McCormick, Director
11B-4. 4 AAC 58 Museum Fees..........ccccervennn. Linda Thibodeau, Director
8:25 AM 12. Mt. Edgecumbe Graduation Requirements..................... Commissioner Hanley
........................................................................ Randy Hawk, Superintendent
State Board of Education & Early Development Page 4

June 9 & 10, 2011



8:50 AM 13.
9:10 AM 14.
9:15 AM 15.
9:35 AM 16.
10:00 AM 17.
10:30 AM 18.

Other Business

Election of OffiCars. ..o, Esther Cox, Chair

Selection of meeting dates and locations for 2011-2012....... Esther Cox, Chair

Standing Reports

Teaching & Learning Support Report ......................Cyndy Curran, Director

Assessment, Accountability & Information Management Report

................................................................. Erik McCormick, Director

District Improvement Report .................. Les Morse, Deputy Commissioner

Rural Education Report.........cccccevveriviieieene e Phyllis Carlson, Director

11:00 AM BREAK

June 9 & 10, 2011

11:20 AM 19. Budget & Legislation Report .........ccceeveeennee. Elizabeth Nudelman, Director
.......................................................................... Marcy Herman, Legislative Liaison

11:45 PM 20. Mt. Edgecumbe High School Report................. Randy Hawk, Superintendent

12:15 LUNCH

1:00 PM 21. Attorney General’s Report ............ Neil Slotnick, Assistant Attorney General
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1:15PM 22. Libraries, Archives & Museums Report.............. Linda Thibodeau, Director
1:35 PM 23. CommisSioNer’s RePOrt .......ccvveevvveiiiiiiiieeiieins Commissioner Hanley
1:50 PM 24, CoNnSent AQENTA. .....cuo it Esther Cox, Chair
24A. Approve Minutes of March 17 & 18, 2011, meeting
24B. Approve Minutes of April 25, 2011, meeting
24C. Approve initial application of Early College of Alaska Charter High
School
24D. Approve renewal of Chinook Montessori Charter School
24E. Approve Alaska Pacific University Teacher Preparation Programs
2:00 PM Board Comments
2:15PM Adjourn
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To:  Membersof the State Board of Junel, 2011
Education & Early Development

From: Mike Hanley, Commissioner Agendaltem: 1

¢ |ISSUE

Thisisareport for the board regarding a change in the Mt. Edgecumbe High School (MEHS)
Policy Manual affecting graduation requirements.

¢ BACKGROUND

Process started in October 2010 with staff input on the Alaska Performance Scholarship.

A variety of issues arose centering around APS, graduation requirements, scheduling, and
course offerings.

A proposal was brought to staff at the January inservice to change the graduation
requirements.

A survey of the Student Council on the proposal was conducted in January.
The proposal was brought to the Advisory Board in January — passing by a 5-2 vote.

Information was posted on the MEHS website in April and parents notified of posting;
the posting was extended due to technical difficulties.

Rationale for change:
Proposal addresses either track of the APS — student choice;
More equity of departmental requirements;
More student choice; and
Fewer constraints on the schedule and course offerings.

Behind this cover memo are:

a) Current MEHS Graduation Requirements (2011-12)
b) Proposed MEHS Graduation Requirements (2012-13)
¢) Comparisons of the Proposed Change

d) Rationae for the Change

€) Process/Timeline

f) Student Council Survey Results

g) Public comment received

Superintendent Randy Hawk will be present to brief the board.

¢ OPTIONS
Action on thisitem is not required at thistime. Action will be taken under Agenda Item 12.



Current 2011-12 MEHS Graduation Requirements

4.6 Graduation Requirements

In order to graduate from MEHS a student must earn 24 units of credit; meet the minimum
state graduation requirements set out in 4 AAC 06.075 (including, beginning January 1, 2009,
meeting an Alaska History requirement); and pass the High School Graduation Qualifying
Examination.

The 24 total required credits for graduation from MEHS include:

4 credits - English

4 credits - Social Studies

3 credits - Science

3 credits- Math

2 credits — Computer Technology

2 credits — Wellness (includes Heal th/PE)
1 credit - Pacific Rim Studies

1 credit — World Language

4 credits — Electives

Graduation Requirementsfor Transfer Students

Students entering MEHS as:

Sophomores are required to earn 23 credits for graduation.
Juniors are required to earn 22 credits for graduation.
Seniors are required to earn 21 credits for graduation.

Transcript evaluations of transfer credits will be at the discretion of the academic principal.

Credits earned at schools other than MEHS will be counted as credit towards graduation from
MEHS at the discretion of the Academic Principal.

Definition of Unit of Credit

Theterm “unit of credit” shall have the definition givenin 4 AAC 06.075(¢e), i.e. the credit that a
student is awarded for achieving a passing grade in a course of study by meeting the performance
standards for a course of study prescribed by MEHS and approved by the State Board under
policy 5.2 of this manual.

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 1
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Proposed 2012-13 MEHS Graduation Requirements

4.6 Graduation Requirements

In order to graduate from MEHS a student must earn 24 units of credit; meet the minimum
state graduation requirements set out in 4 AAC 06.075 (including, beginning January 1, 2009,
meeting an Alaska History requirement); and pass the High School Graduation Qualifying
Examination.

The 24 total required credits for graduation from MEHS include:

4 credits - English

3 credits - Socia Studies

3 credits - Science

3 credits— Math (including Geometry)

1 credit of a Social Studies or advanced Science or Math beyond the required
2 credits — Computer Technology

2 credits — Wellness (includes Heal th/PE)

1 credit - Pacific Rim Studies

1 credit — World Language

4 credits — Electives

Graduation Requirementsfor Transfer Students

Students entering MEHS as:

Sophomores are required to earn 23 credits for graduation.
Juniors are required to earn 22 credits for graduation.
Seniors are required to earn 21 credits for graduation.

Transcript evaluations of transfer credits will be at the discretion of the academic principal.

Credits earned at schools other than MEHS will be counted as credit towards graduation from
MEHS at the discretion of the Academic Principal.

Definition of Unit of Credit

Theterm “unit of credit” shall have the definition givenin 4 AAC 06.075(¢e), i.e. the credit that a
student is awarded for achieving a passing grade in a course of study by meeting the performance
standards for a course of study prescribed by MEHS and approved by the State Board under
policy 5.2 of this manual.

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 2
June 2011



Comparisons of the Proposed Change

Social Studies 2011-2012

4 credits for Graduation
(*required classes)

Geography — 1 credit*
AK History —1 credit*
USHistory — 1 credit*
Government — .5 credit*
AK Issues—.5 credit*

Global Issues—1 credit
World History — 1 credit

Pac Rim — 1 credit*

Science 2010-2011

3 credits for Graduation
(*required classes)

Science 1 —1 credit* (physical)
Science 2 — 1 credit* (life)
Oceanography — 1 credit
Genetics— 1 credit

Chemistry — 1 credit

Env. Science — 1 credit

Marine Biology — 1 credit
Physics— 1 credit

Org & Bio Chemistry — 1 credit
Sea Tech Intern — 1 credit

Math 2010-2011

3 credits for Graduation
(*required classes)

Algebral -1 credit
Algebra 2 — 1 credit
Calculus— 1 credit
Geometry — 1 credit
Acc Algebra—1 credit
HSGQE Math — 1 credit
Pre-Algebra— 1 credit
Trigonometry — 1 credit
e Minimum of Geometry

Social Studies 2012-2013

3 credits for Graduation
(*required classes)

AK History —1 credit*
USHistory — 1 credit*
Government — .5 credit*

AK lIssues—.5 credit*

Global Issues—1 credit

World History — 1 credit
Geography — 1 credit

New Soc. St. Electives— 1 credit

Pac Rim — 1 credit*
Science 2012-2013

3 credits for Graduation
(*required classes)

Science 1 —1 credit* (physical)
Science 2 — 1 credit* (life)
Oceanography — 1 credit
Genetics— 1 credit

Chemistry — 1 credit

Env. Science — 1 credit

Marine Biology — 1 credit
Physics— 1 credit

Org & Bio Chemistry — 1 credit
Sea Tech Intern — 1 credit

Math 2012-2013

3 credits for Graduation
(*required classes)

Algebral -1 credit
Algebra 2 — 1 credit
Calculus— 1 credit
Geometry — 1 credit
Acc Algebra—1 credit
HSGQE Math — 1 credit
Pre-Algebra— 1 credit
Trigonometry — 1 credit
e Minimum of Geometry

*One additional credit of choice from
either Soc. St., Science, or Math

MEHS Graduation Requirements

June 2011
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Rationale for the Changein MEHS Graduation Credit Requirements

Quote from: Critical Socia Issuesin American Education: Transformation in a Postmodern World

"Equal educational opportunity does not require the same educational experiences for all
individuals, but rather an equal opportunity to develop oneself for an appropriate futurein the
work life of the community. This may, and usually does, necessitate quite different educational
experiences for individuals of varying abilities and future roles. Equal educational opportunity,
then, requires the provision of different educational experiences and proper match of these
educations to individual ability and suitability for future work. In that way all are served
equally well."

APS
e Proposed change would allow either track of the APS curriculum requirements to be reached
0 Math & Science option
0 Socia Studies & Language option

Equity/Choice
e Four creditsin Social Studies plus one credit Pac Rim
e All of these credits are “required” credits
e Socia Studies drives the schedule with the number of credits and required classes
e Not equitable with other content areas
e Because of “required”, thereislittle elective choice in Social Studies

Required vs Elective Requirements:
* Required classes are designed to give afoundation to a student’s “ general education” or a
springboard for more advanced classes
e Elective requirements give student choice in content and ability/rigor

Scheduling:
e Conflict of required classes — it locks up the schedule
e Because of the required classes driving the schedule, elective classes have underutilized
sections, which mean underutilized resources.
e Because of limitations of required classes, sections have larger numbers which impact student
achievement

Curriculum:
e Lack of elective creditsin Socia Studies
e Required classes become gatekeeper classes
e Required classes don’'t have to be “sold” or “promoted”
* No collegelevel or advanced classes offered for Social Studies

« Move from 9" required Geography to still taking Geography/Advanced Science/Advance
Math, and other Social Studies Electives (yet to be named)

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 4
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e Increasein M/S Rigor — need to with Soc. St.
e Student choice to excel in area(s) of interest and strength

Graduation Requirementsthroughout the State:
e 5Digtrictsin the State have 4 Math credits requirements
e 1 District in the State has 4 Science credits requirements
e 6 Didtrictsin the State have 4 Socia St. credits requirements

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 5
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ProcessTimeline

Listed below are the timelines, the process, and the stakeholders involved in this change to the MEHS
Graduation Requirements.

Met with al teachers in October to discuss the impact of the Alaska Performance Scholarship
Program on the MEHS program. A comprehensive list of issues was compiled and shared with
staff based upon that discussion.

Met with each department in November about a variety of issues. Through these discussions,
issues concerning the Alaska Performance Scholarship Program, graduation requirements, and
scheduling came up. Issues were compiled and shared with staff.

During the January Inservice we presented the proposed change in the MEHS Graduation
Reguirements to the staff along with scheduling data (class sizes, sections, etc.) and asked them
to work within their departments to address the issues surrounding this change. Each
department reported back to the group regarding the pros and cons based upon their
department’ s perspective.

Surveyed the Student Council the first week they got back to get an indication of their opinions
of the change to 3-3-3 and 1 of student choice and 67% said they would like to see that change.
When asked if they would want requirements set for them or have some say in what those
requirements were, 61% said they wanted some say.

At the January Advisory Board Meeting, the above timeline, process and information was
presented to the Board along with proposed change in the MEHS Graduation Requirements.
The proposed changed passed 5-2 in favor of the change.

The timeline of this whole process was dictated as such because of the need to plan for next
year (starting the scheduling process) as well as when the Advisory Board and State Board met.

Information was posted on the MEHS website in late April and early May and parents were
notified about the proposal and encouraged to make comment.

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 6
June 2011



Student Council Survey Results
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10. We are thinking of changing that credit requirement to 3 Social Studies, 3 Math and 3 Science along with an
additional 1 credit in either Social Studies, Advanced Math or Science. Would you like to see that change?
Response Response
Percent Count
Yes | 66.7% 14
Noe 26.6% 6
Mo Opinien  [] 4.8% 1
answered question 21
skipped question 0
é

1. Why?

Response Text

1 It gives people choice

2 It would look good for collage

3 brings peopleto higher levels

4 More science or math

5 would give me the chance to stay with math or science or social studies.

6 Options and you can take more classes you want.

7 Forcing students to take more challenging classes in these subjects will benefit the students in the future.
8 If thelast credit had to go to a science, math, or socia study, then yes. Thiswill allow students to further
there education in the department they feel they're strongest in.

9 Its more of aequal choice to each student.

10 | think it would be good to have a credit where students can chose to pursue either asocial studies, math
or science to ahigher level.

11 ..i just said. but i think that english should be added on the list of class options to advancein.

12 | think students should have a choice of picking where they would like to exceed in school.

13 I think that we should pick the last credit because we should pick a class we want to pertain more
knowledge in for our future careers.

14 because it will allow student to get a head start by preparing them for their future career

1. Why Not?

Response Text

1 Colleges can teach things beyond social studies here. If that was to change, college would have high school
course for other states.

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 7
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2 | think that the way that the requirements are set up are exceptional. | think that the socia studies
department has the best teachers that prepare us the most for college.

3 because it seemsif you give the lee way for students to change the requirements then they would take the
easy way out

4 Because that would make it seem like Mt. Edgecumbe is lowering its expectations in its students. Even
though its just taking one required social studies class.

5 Socia studies classes that we have at MEHS assist students tremendously as their education evolves during
college. Thisincludes the Pacific Rim class. | don't think that replacing essential social classes that truly do
teach students usable information that is relevant to their lives. | believe a student wishing to go into a
different field will take higher level classesin that area without being forced.

6 No, because the students who choose to take their classes each have their own reason. If someone needs
more timeto learn, then they'll take the required classes at their own pace. For some students, the
requirements have enough rigor asit is. And for the students that think it's too easy can take advantage of the
college courses MEHS and UAS offer to get their fair share of rigor.

1. Any comments?

Response Text

11 am neutral on changing it to thisb

2 | would like to see this happen, but | also like the way things are now.

5 [ |
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14. If Pac Rim was moved, do you feel that it would reduce the rigor in the requirements of MEHS?

Response
Percent

Response
Count

571% 12

Mo | ] 33.3% T

No Opinion | | 9.5% 2
answered question 21

skipped question o

1. Why?
Response Text

1 Itsonelessclass
2 It would befair.

3 Taking this class makes students aware of the economy around the Pac Rim. | think that it should be a

required class.

4 Pac Rim has the most significance to what's happening in the world today. It realy has opened my eyesto
globalization and make me think globally instead of being wrapped up in my High School life. | think that
Pac Rim is the most beneficia class | have taken. Mr. Hay is a great teacher and it is the class where

anayzing isimportant.

MEHS Graduation Requirements
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5 because PacRim has alot of information that is valuable after you graduate

6 i didnt take the class

7 | have heard students say Pac Rim is hard. | would like to keep Pac Rim in the rigorous system

8 | think people can find another class that would benefit them as much as Pacific Rim. Although, | think
there should be afew to choose from selected by the administration.

9 Becausei just took pac rim last semest and it was aVERY help ful glass to understand the status of the rest
of theworld. and i friend of mine that graduated last year said it really helped her in one of her collage
classes. and i think geography should be taken out because i didnt learn anything. all the freshmendoin
geography is copy and paste info onto a powerpoint and present it to the whole class.

10 Because | believethat if you take away that PacRim as arequired class, some students without the
motivation to challenge themselves and take that class wouldn't. Also when | took thisclass | learned alot
about something other than Alaska and the United states. Before taking this class | had no idea what other
cultureswere like, | didn't know anything about the outside world. | believe that PacRim should stay a
required class because it really helped me learn more about the world.

11 As| have dready stated, | know for afact from communication with aumni that the Pac Rim class helps
them in future studies. Alaska does have a strong tie to that areain the world, as many of the ethnic groups
arerelated. The Pac Rim class is relevant to students at MEHS. No other social studies covers an area so
close to home.

1. Why Not?

Response Text

1 students could take a aternative class

2 sowhat i have hear pacific rimisnot areally hard class

3 | took Pac Rim with Dr. Le. He did not teach me anything. We watched the Beijing olympics for two
weeks.

4 To me, Pac Rim is not that difficult of aclass so making it an option would not reduce the academic rigor
(aslong as you have to take another rigorous class.

1. Any comments?

Response Text

1 1 do not understand the point in Pac Rim but | believe there is a reason.

2 stay asjunior?

3 Pac Rimisagreat class that students should take. Very informational, but | think that some students fall
into different strengths and would achieve more and future if they could use that credit in math or science.

MEHS Graduation Requirements Page 9
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"
25. Do you prefer to have requirements set for you or would you like to have some say in how you fulfill your
requirements?
Response Response
Percent Count
Set requirements 33.3% 7
Some say in requirements | 61.9% 13
Mo Opinien  [] 4.8% 1
answered question 21
skipped question 0

1. Why?

Response Text

1 | have enough classes as other which isjust as challenging as others.

2 | think the requirements should be more challenging.

3 Honestly, If there weren't any requirements. | would only be taking the classes that interested me at the
time being. | probably would opt out of the Math classes also, instead of being as well-rounded as | am
today.

4 because once you hit high school you dont know what you want, thats why high schools have required
classes so that you are prepared for after graduation.

5 I am more comfortabl e taking classes recomended

6 If people get to choose their say in the requirements, then | think some people would get lazy and choose
not to do it. It wouldn't be fair for the other kids who are working their hardest for the others to slack off.

1. Why?
Response Text
1 Students take different paths
2 There are to kindas of students, thoses who want to be the best and thoses who want to hurry threw high
school. | think student that want to work hard should be in the classes that work them hard compared to the
kids who want to goof off
3 everyoneis going in different directionsin life
4 | would like to choose what | wanted
5It'smy life.
6 because not all of us have to take the classes required.
7 | would rather have a say because it's my life and my future. If | feel asthough | should be studying
something el se because of a career choice | should be able to future my education in that path.
8 Having options in classes help develop student interests which allow students to figure out possible career
options.
9 More of afree choice
10 it would make me feel more in control of my education
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11 No other person knows what you want out of your education and when you want to learn something. |
think setting your own schedules empowers you to choose what your education entails.
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PUBLIC COMMENT



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: dorothy.knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 11:05 AM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Hans Schaeffer

E-Mail: hansbschaeffer@gmail.com

Telephone: 987 442-8142

I am commenting on: "MEHS"

My Comments: I do not support the proposed changes to the social studies requirements at Mt.
Edgecumbe High School from 4 credits to 3 credits. The importance of social studies should
be maintained as a high priority because far too many students exit Alaskan high school
without knowing the local history, geography, and governmental issues pertaining to Alaska
and much of the United States. Any proposition suggesting to reduce the needed credits for
social studies would be a missed opportunity for each student.

Although I support the need for more math and science classes, the social studies requirement
should not undergo a direct hit in minimizing the credits. It would be more beneficial in
figuring out what changes to the existing schedule are possible to create a compromise in
maintaining a higher learning environment. The need to compromise should not reflect a
decreased academic requirement, but an increased administrative response instead of choosing
an easy way out. The easy way out is lessening the social studies requirement.

The social studies 4 credit requirement allowed my learning to heighten in understanding
Alaska history, politics, and geography during my four years at Mt. Edgecumbe High School.
In fact, I have used much of my social studies learning throughout each of my jobs since
graduation in 1998. My social studies classes not only helped me succeed as a tribal
government council member, but also in my present occupation as an Inupiag Language and
Culture administrative assistant for Agqaluk Trust.

Any proposition suggesting to condense the social studies requirement from 4 credits to 3
would be a huge mistake. The administration should be encouraged to further look into
possible schedule changes to reflect any additional courses and allow the needed social
studies requirement to exist.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Hans B, Schaeffer



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: dorothy.knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2011 1:06 PM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Brenda Campen

E-Mail: bcampen@ptialaska.net

Telephone: 907 747-3441

I am commenting on: MEHS graduation requirements My Comments: I am resending my original
comments as I have been told that many comments sent in earlier were somehow lost in a
computer glitch. I have concerns about comments lost and writers of comments not informed.
How has that been addressed? I found out quite by accident.

Here are the original comments:

1. I do not support the proposal to change the MEHS social studies credit requirement from 4
to 3. This is counter-productive in a world of growing global connections that needs
citizens who are well-informed critical thinkers, Regardless of one's career path, everyone
is a "citizen" and to fully live that role, knowledge of history, geography, and govt./civics
is essential.

2. One rationale given for such a reduction is to encourage students to take more science and
math. Students may already take 4 credits of math and/or science. There is ample
opportunity in the schedule. Any course schedule conflicts should be addressed by adequate
staffing and scheduling, not by "robbing Peter to pay Paul”.

3. Another rationale given for the change is to provide greater opportunity for students to
be eligible for the AK Performance Schelarship. Again, that opportunity already exists.
And, if the scholarship is to reward performance in a rigorous curriculum, the reduction of
requirements at MEHS is a contradiction of the governor's intention with this scholarship.

4. The Pacific Rim studies course at MEHS is a separate and distinct course specific to the
Pac Rim curriculum theme of the school. It was never intended to compete with, or substitute
for, the four credits of the traditional social studies courses (ex. geography, U.S. History,
AK History, AK Issues, govt/civics). Its role at MEHS is a separate issue and worthy of a
discussion about whether or not MEHS is still a "Pacific Rim" oriented school. However, it
is not part of this issue.

5. The MEHS social studies curriculum has been very successful. Alumni from the social
studies program have become active citizens in their communities, and leaders in city and
borough governments, tribal governments, Native corpcrations, social service agencies, and
education institutions. This is hard proof of the value of the 4 credit requirement for
social studies at MEHS. '

6. I am a retired MEHS social studies teacher., Over the years I have gotten messages from
alumni; I have a full file drawer. The alumni express acknowledgment and appreciation for
the MEHS social studies program - in terms of preparation for college, internships, workplace
situations, jury service, dealing with state/local/tribal governments, and just day-to-day
interest in and awareness of current events. They have often compared themselves to others
with a different high school experience, and they are confident and proud to have been better
prepared. That's what MEHS is about - giving students an education experience that is not
only "above average", but is exemplary.

1



Please keep the MEHS social studies 4 credit requirement, not including the Pacific Rim
course. Please direct the MEHS administration to either raise the math and/or science
requirement to 4 credits, or to continue to encourage students to take more courses in this
area. Also, please encourage the MEHS administration to maintain high academic standards for
students. I taught at MEHS for 25 years. Students can meet the standards if the system is
designed to honor learning, support/encourage hard work, and celebrate success. The greatest
disservice to students is to send a message that they "can't" or aren't capable of great
achievement. They are capable, they have achieved, and they remember most those teachers who
believed in them and asked the most of them. MEHS needs to be careful to live up to its
reputation of excellence, and not hide behind it while asking less of students.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Brenda D. Campen



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

- .
from: dorothy. knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2011 9:22 PM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Mary Boose

E-Mail: cloudedleopard@wwdb.org

Telephone: 907 747-3019

I am commenting on: MEHS

My Comments: I would like to state my support for the change of Mt. Edgcumbe High School's
graduation requirements from 4 Social Studies, 3 Math and 3 Science to 3 Social Studies, 3
Math and 3 Science plus 1 higher level social studies, math, or science,

I believe that this proposal allows the students of Mt. Edgecumbe to choose to pursue the
final portion of their graduation requirements in the area of their greatest strength thereby
allowing them to be more successful and more motivated in the long run.

Social Studies is an important area of curriculum aiding students to learn about their place
and part in the world but science and math are also important. In this present day of
technology strengths in math and science will take Mt. Edgecumbe students out in to a world
market that is working toward finding better solutions to some of the global issues facing
Alaska today. To require students to pursue the majority of their graduation requirements in
an area that may not be where their interest or strength lies seems to be counterproductive.
Allowing this proposed choice is not a step toward reducing the academic rigor of Mt.
Edgecumbe's requirements its giving the students a choice in where they want that challenge
to come from; an area of their strength.

Another reason for my support of the requested change is simply that science and math are
important. Potentially the present graduation requirements send a message that Social
Studies is the most important topic to be taken at Mt. Edgecumbe. Math and Science are
equally important. This change in the graduation requirement would send that message to
students as well,

Once again, I support the change of graduation requirements for Mt. Edgcumbe High School.



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

A
From: dorothy.knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2011 12:40 PM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Lois Rhodes

E-Mail: lrhodes@gci.net

Telephone: 997 747-3671

I am commenting on: Mt. Edgecumbe High School My Comments: Requiring a fourth year of social
studies does guarantee that all students will take another year of social studies, but it
makes students take it that may not want to be in the class and takes away from the growth
and experience of students that would like to advance further. Instead, requiring 3 years of
social studies (which is what the rest of the State requires) and then offering the CHOICE of
an advanced social studies course assures that students that are truly interested in the
course take it, thus enhancing the experience for those students.

In addition,Native leaders aren’'t just needed in the social studies arena or in politics. We
also need more Native leaders in the fields of science and math, and those subject areas only
require 3 years in high school. The ANSEP program at UAA is geared up towards helping Native
students excel in the engineering and math/science fields and they know that high school
students that are interested in these fields will choose to take the extra courses in math
and science. Those courses are not required for graduation, but will help in the future if
taken.

It all should come down to choice. Mt. Edgecumbe does a very good job of giving students all
of the preparatory work in all of the subject areas to be successful in post secondary
education. Once three years of required math, science and social studies are completed,
students should then be able to choose which advanced courses they would like to pursue.

Lois Rhodes
Former teacher at MEHS (2@ years)
Community Member MEHS Advisory Board



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

R A
From: dorothy.knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2011 2:09 PM
To: Knuth, Darothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Bernie Gurule

E-Mail: bernieg@mehs.us

Telephone: 907 966-3202

I am commenting on: MEHS Credit Requirement My Comments: Please allow me to bring your
attention to a quote most relevant to our discussion: Quote from Critical Issues in American
Education:"Equal educational opportunity does not require the same educational experiences
for all individuals, but rather an equal opportunity to develop oneself for an appropriate
future in the work life of the community. This may, and usually does necessitate quite
different educational experiences for individuals of varying abilities and roles. Egual
educational opportunity, then, requires the provision of different educational experiences
and proper match of these educations to individual ability & suitability for future work. Tn
that way all are served well."

Difficult as it may be to comprehend, the biggest obstacle in this issue is the Social
Studies people's resistance to change and refusal to acknowledge the obvious advantages of a
credit requirement change. My educated guess would be that most of the small, but politically
active, opponent group actually does not khow or realize the academic particulars of the
credit reconfiguration of the propeosed change. Not one single person outside the school has
inquired of us its goals or intentions. We have worked to convince our S.S. department the
proposed change does not diminish rigor but in fact enhances academic challenge by exchanging
a lower level requirement for a higher level student choice. Every other department @ MEHS
has flourished with new, exciting, innovating and challenging course offerings. Today, one
will find the exact same S.S5. courses taught in the exact same way, for the past 26 years or
more, despite the professional development & current educational research advocating for more
individualized and differentiated approaches to student learning and teaching styles. As a
result, the S.S. dept annually yields the highest number of student's failed and repeated
classes.

Our efforts to initiate change is intended to break the gridlock of the Master Schedule &
allow students choice that includes more opportunity for advanced Science, Math, Scocial
Studies, English & Liberal Arts courses, as well as college courses @ UAS and vocational
occupational endorsements. The gridlock manifests itself in underutilized sections of
advanced courses which translate intc underutilized resources. Our advanced & specialized
class sizes are small but not because students do not want to challenge themselves
academically. Many, many more students would engage in a second foreign language course that
many colleges now require, more challenging English Literature & writing classes and more
college preparatory Science & Math courses. A good number of our students cannot take
advantage of the wonderful partnership with UAS to earn vocational/occupational endorsements
and Certified Nurses Assistants Certification due to failed & repeated classes or because
they arrived @ MEHS as upper classmen(Soph., Jr. or Sr.) and have so many MEHS requirements
to fulfill. In SY 2010-11 only two MEHS students earned the CNA certification and only four
earned an Occupational Endorsement in welding or construction. The numbers should
realistically be in the high teens and twenties. Instead,S.S. dept’'s campaign to resisting
change allows them to continue on their "cookie cutter"” approach & not be responsible or
professionally motivated to create courses which can compete, as our other disciplines and
departments do, to recruit and challenge students into advanced level "truly" rigorous S.S.
classes. The misconception fostered by opponents of the new change would have one believe a
change in requirements make the academic challenge for students less rigorous when, in fact,

1



the opposite is true. It is unfortunate oppenents of change have expressed they do not have
the confidence our MEHS students will choose a challenging higher level course over an “easy
credit” freshmen level class.

If our MEHS teaching staff would express to you what they have expressed to the school
administration and academic counselors, the board would find that most of our teachers are
nothing less than embarrassed by the unprofessional approach their Social Studies colleagues
have embraced in their resistance to improve student academic choice & opportunity in this
institution. Throughout the process, the first & last questions from the department have NOT
BEEN: How can we use this opportunity to improve our course offerings and prepare our
students for their future career choices? INSTEAD, the questions have been: How can we stop
this from happening? Who do we have to talk to in order to keep this progressive change from
being instituted?

The process initiated has been transparent, thorough and complete. The "true" complaint is
that the $.S. Department does not like the results. We have confidence our students will
challenge themselves academically if properly motivated by relevant course opportunities,

One more educationally appropriate phrase may serve as the summation of my comments: "If you
do what you have always done - then you will get what you have always gotten”.- unknown



Knuth, Dorothy K {(EED)

From: dorothy.knuth@alaska.gov

Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2011 8:01 AM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K {(EED)

Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Forest Kvasnikoff

E-Mail: forest.kvasnikofffigmail.com

Telephone: 368 830-6719

I am commenting cn: MEHS

My Comments: Raising standars and the quality of education in regards to the fields of
science and mathematics is a smart and informed move - particularly in this technologically
complicated and advanced world that everyday increases in complexity. However, improving one
standard by lowering another seems to be against the basic principals of MEHS and deprives
students of valuable study. I cannot support the move to lower social studies from 4 to 3
credits.

MEHS throughout its existence has stood for excellency and rigorous studies. This was one of
the primary reasons I attended MEHS all four years of my high school education from 2608 to
2004. By adhering to the argument that higher standars will deter students from attending
MEHS is a poor argument and disempowers the very students you are trying to raise up as
educated, informed, and responsible citizens.

While the fields of science and mathematics teach the fundamentally needed technical
knowledge (both practically and theoretically) the social sciences provides historical
perspectives and gives students a chance fo critically analyze how those technical skills and
theories can best improve society. Social studies provides a context and the tools necessary
to positively effect society.

I encourage MEHS to maintain and improve its standards of excellence by encouraging more
science and mathematics engagement and maintaining its seolid social studies requirements.



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED}

A
From: dorothy. knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 11:19 AM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Robert Merculieff

E-Mail: rmerculieff@yahoo.com

Telephone: 907 222-0675

I am commenting on: MEHS

My Comments: There are 2 things worth commenting on against the change.

1st- 1Is there any data suggesting the changes will make MEHS students more successful in
collage? The percentages of MEHS graduates attending or planning to attend collage has to be
above the state average. What they are doing at MEHS is working. Why tinker with it?

2nd- The majority of the students who attended MEHS in the 2010-20811 year disagree with the
change- I believe the students should have a voice.



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: dorothy. knuth@alaska.gov
Sent;: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 9:16 AM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

MName: Carla Kangas

E-Mail: cnkangas@yahoo.com

Telephone: 907 388-8130

I am commenting cn: MEHS

My Comments: I do not support reducing the social studies credit requirement at MEHS from 4
credits to 3 credits. Changing this requirement would decrease the chances to allow students
to learn and to practice being well informed citizens. I am an alumni of MEHS and have
experienced first rate knowledge of the requirements of MEHS. These requirements should be
kept high in the areas of history, geography, and civics. I have benefited from these
standards being set at a high bar. I do not want this bar to lower to expect less of
students. Students need to be able to practice being knowledgeable citizens and to be taught
within the educational system these valuable traits. Any reduction of requirements
diminishes the opportunity for students of MEHS to practice these valuable civic traits.

I do also support students taking more math/science, however this can be done by keeping the
existing schedule and requirements that the school has presently. When I was in attendance
at MEHS I took the Pacific Rim Studies class and this class should not be intended to replace
the other social studies courses that need to be continued to be required. This class is a
special class offered for MEHS and should not be expected to replace the traditional social
studies requirements.

The high standard of 4 credits should remain in place.

The reason for this is as a MEHS alumni, I have had success in college because of the social
studies requirements of MEHS. I was able to achieve this success because of the course
content as well as the number of social studies classes I was required to take before
graduating. This ensured my success in my core college classes as well as other required
classes in college. I felt as if I was prepared for these classes, even to the point of
having already learned the material because of the classes I had taken at MEHS. I attribute
this as one of the key factors of my success in college.

I can proudly say, that I have earned my Bachelors Degree in English Literature and minor in
Human Service Technology as well as my Masters degree in Special Education in part because of
these high standards of this school. I am now a successful special education teacher and
have been for the past eight years.

Do not reduce the credit requirements from 4 to 3 in the area of social studies at MEHS. I
am a successful person because of these high standards, please do not lower the standards now
after they have proven to work for me and numerous other MEHS alumni.

Sincerely, Carla N. Kangas MEd




Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

P __
From: dorothy. knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 9:15 AM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Commants on Regs

Name: Carla Kangas

E-Mail: c¢nkangas@yahoo.com

Telephone: 907 388-81860

I am commenting on: MEHS Graduation Requirements My Comments: I do not support reducing the
social studies c¢redit requirement at MEHS from 4 credits to 3 credits. Changing this
requirement would decrease the chances to allow students to learn and to practice being well
informed citizens. I am an alumni of MEHS and have experienced first rate knowledge of the
requirements of MEHS. These requirements should be kept high in the areas of history,
geography, and civics. I have benefited from these standards being set at a high bar. I do
not want this bar to lower to expect less of students. Students need to be able to practice
being knowledgeable citizens and to be taught within the educational system these valuable
traits. Any reduction of requirements diminishes the opportunity for students of MEHS to
practice these valuable civic traits.

I do also support students taking more math/science, however this can be done by keeping the
existing schedule and requirements that the school has presently. When I was in attendance
at MEHS I took the Pacific Rim Studies class and this class should not be intended to replace
the other social studies courses that need to be continued to be required. This class is a
special class offered for MEHS and should not be expected to replace the traditional social
studies requirements.

The high standard of 4 credits should remain in place.

The reason for this is as a MEHS alumni, I have had success in college because of the social
studies requirements of MEHS. I was able to achieve this success because of the course
content as well as the number of social studies classes I was required to take before
graduating. This ensured my success in my core college classes as well as other required
classes in college. I felt as if I was prepared for these classes, even to the point of
having already learned the material because of the classes I had taken at MEHS. I attribute
this as one of the key factors of my success in college.

I can proudly say, that I have earned my Bachelors Degree in English Literature and minor in
Human Service Technology as well as my Masters degree in Special Education in part because of
these high standards of this school. I am now a successful special education teacher and
have been for the past eight years.

Do not reduce the credit requirements from 4 to 3 in the area of social studies at MEHS. I
am a successful person because of these high standards, please do not lower the standards now
after they have proven to work for me and numerous other MEHS alumni.

Sincerely, Carla N. Kangas MEd




Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

L
From: dorothy knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 7:26 FM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Tiffany Creed

E-Mail: tiffanyrosamond@gmail.com

Telephone: 503 475-6808

I am commenting on: MEHS Graduation Requirements My Comments: My name is Tiffany Creed and I
graduated from Mt. Edgecumbe High School in 2809. I am currently pursuing a degree in Film
Studies with a Minor in Theater at Portland State University. I am grateful for the
curriculum that I thrived in, still currently in place at MEHS. I feel as though it has
prepared me for college, and life in general in a way that a lesser curriculum would not. As
I do not feel that students learn enough in the given time as it is, I can't imagine what
taking away another credit of social studies would do to the collective knowledge of MEHS
alum and citizens of our great state. Speaking from personal experience, I know MEHS gives
students many opportunities to excel in math and science already, as I was able to take
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Trigonometry, Calculus, Science I & II and Environmental
Science, as well as taking all of the required social studies courses and Global Issues as an
elective. All of these subjects are important, including Social Studies- an area of education
that encourages exploration into other subjects, as history and current events often deal
with science, math, literature, etc in their very context. Social studies teaches skills and
provides information not only specific to enrichment of the mind, but also to enrichment of
the citizen. My younger siblings are currently enrolled at MEHS and they plan to attend
throughout high school, and I would be disheartened to know that they would be held to a
lower standard. Lowering the standard at MEHS for social studies would not be giving MEHS
students the respect that they deserve for their hard work and commitment to excellence.
That's why I urge you to reconsider the proposed changes.




Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: dorothy.knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 1:25 PM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Maria Green

E-Mail: mgreen@loweryukon.org
Telephone: 967 758-1266

I am commenting on: MEHS

My Comments:

I agree to the changes they are preoposing at MEHS.

school and students!!!

They have my support and good for the



Randy Hawk Tah 1 2011
Superintendent
Mt. Edgecumbe High School

1330 Seward Ave. /77 Z/L/S @Myz /meqd .

Sitka, AK. 99835
Dear Mr. Hawk,

Thank you for your recent email regarding your decision to chai
Mt. Edgecumbe High School. After considering the implications (
my thoughts with you.

1 appreciate that you have the authority to make this decision a1
engaged the students, staff and advisory board in the decision-n
two recommendations that | believe will result in a more delibe
future policy decisions.

Recommendation #1
In the case of any policy change (and I believe that the school curriculum is a policy issue}, 1

recommend that there be two (2) readings before the advisory board prior to a final decision being
made. The first reading will inform the board of any proposed policy changes and initiate a public
input process to gather comments from students, staff, parents and advisory board members. Prior
to the second reading and final vote by the board, all input will be provided to students, staff, and
advisory board members and be made available to parents. This will ensure a consistent process
and support informed decision-making.

Recommendation #2

I recommend that the advisory board rescind its vote to adopt the changes to the Mt. Edgecumbe
curriculum. As a Mt. Edgecumbe graduate, [ believe our school must continue to offer students the
highest in academic expectations, requirements and standards. Mt. Edgecumbe is well known for its
academic excellence and is selected by many parents and students specifically because of this
excellence. Your decision to reduce social studies requirements does nothing to improve
curriculum at Mt. Edgecumbe. Will the result be fewer courses in such subjects as the history of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act? We would be a poorer school if that happened.

In his State of the State address last month, Governor Parnell said his goal is “a transformational
education for every student; one that adequately prepares them for post-secondary education and

good jobs.” Together, we can provide that kind of education for students at Mt. Edgecumbe. But a
first stePrmust be a return to a strong curriculum for our students.

Respectfully,

Al Xdams

CC: Schoo! Advisory Board members
e 4% ot Coireeil VIEL 192 o Koop, e
SAme Cousctlios  pi, Hilers will sy elinTele~
Fe 5 ZidaTa—,

8221 Summerset Dr., Anchorage, Alaska 99518  Phona 907-822-9313  Cell 907-242-8348  Emaif al.adamst @acsalaska.net  Fax 007-274-7306



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: Randy Hawk [randyh@mehs.us]

Sent: Tuesday, Aprit 19, 2011 7:26 AM

To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

Subject: Fwd: [**SPAM*** Score/Req: 15.1/12.0] Re: Proposed MEHS GraduationRequirements
Attachments: SR.GIF

Dottie: Here is one comment I got because the link was not working.

Randy Hawk, Superintendent
Mt. Edgecumbe High School
1330 Seward Ave.

Sitka, AK 99835
507-966-3201

From: James Hautala <jhautala@yahoo.com>

To: randvh@mehs.us

Date: Thu, 14 Apr 2011 17:49:50 -0700 (PDT)

Subject: [***SPAM*** Score/Req: 15.1/12.0] Re: Proposed MEHS Graduation Requirements

Hello Randy Hawk,

I went to the provided link to make a comment on the proposed change and found myself going in circles
without leaving a comment. I do support the change as this allows students to take more in the way of math or
science instead of the extra social studies. Just as we do not want to burden non math science students with
more that they want or need it is only rational to not burden math science/ students with more social studies at
the expense of math or science classes they might want to take. I like the way you require one advanced math,
science or social studies beyond the required. It seems that all parties should be satisfied with this new
proposition. The truth is, | am concerned that my sons will not get enough in the way of math and science
because of the four social studies requirements. Are they going to be prepared for physics, chemistry and
calculus in college if they are required to take four social studics courses? I don't think so. James Hautala

Home Page: htip://www.geocities.com/Athens/Rhodes/1789/jim.htm

From: "randyh@mehs.us" <randyh@mehs.us>
To: jhautala@yahoo.com

Sent: Wed, Aprit 13, 2011 9:13:42 AM

Subject: Proposed MEHS Graduation Requirements

Hello: This is to notify you that there is a proposal to change the graduation requirements at Mt. Edgecumbe
High School and details of that change are posted on the home page of the MEHS website at www.mehs.us

You can also go directly to the link by going to http://www.mehs.us/academics/proposal-before-state-board
This proposal will be in front of the State School Board in June so please look it over. Also located there is a
link for you to make comment on the proposal pro or con should you decide to do so. Thank you.

Randy Hawk, Superintendent



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: Randy Hawk [randyh@mehs.us]

Sent: Friday, May 13, 2011 12:16 PM

To: Knuth, Dorothy K {EED)

Subject: Fwd: MEHS Graduation Regquirements Comment

Dottie: Here is one from the teacher who just tried to submit it on line.

Randy Hawk, Superintendent
Mt. Edgecumbe High School
1330 Seward Ave.

Sitka, AK 99835
907-966-3201

From: "Michael Mahoney" <mikem@mehs.us>

To: "Randy Hawk" <randyh(@mehs.us>

Date: Fri, 13 May 2011 12:01:54 -0800

Subject: MEHS Graduation Requirements Comment

Michael Mahoney
alutiigpride(@gmail.com
007-738-1354

MEHS Graduation Requirements

I am writing this comment in support of the proposed change to the MEHS Graduation Requirements, T
strongly believe that students should learn a broad range of topics before they move on to college and that no
one content area is more important than another. T also believe that students have a variety of interests and
should be allowed to choose their advanced study rather than being forced into one content area. The present
requirements of four social studies, three math and three science credits, sends a message to the students that
social studies is more important than science and math, This proposed change will allow students to make a
choice of which advanced math, science or social studies course they wish to fulfill their last credit. I do not
teel that this change will detract from the Social Studies department but rather enhance their offerings in the
elective social studies arca. The science department at Mt. Edgecumbe High School (MEHS) works very hard
to provide students with opportunities that go well beyond the structure of the classroom. We presently offer
molecular ecology, organic & biochemistry, and a SeaTech program (partnered with Scripps Institution of
Oceanography), that allow our students to work with actual researchers. Our present graduation requirement of
four social studies requirements prevent some students from pursuing these opportunities because their
schedules will not allow for the flexibility to take both. If this change is approved it will not reduce the number
of social studies classes available to MEHS students, it will allow the students to have a small amount of
choice as to which advanced class they would like to take, including social studies. This change also provides
students with more choices and opportunities for which strand of the Alaska Performance Scholarship they
would like to attempt to receive. It is our job to provide students with as many opportunities to achieve as
possible, and I believe this change increases these opportunities. In conclusion, I am in full support of the
graduation requirements change at Mt. Edgecumbe High School. I firmly believe this change merely allows
students to choose one credit for advanced study rather than forcing them to take a social studies course. This
change allows more opportunities o achieve the Alaska Performance Scholarship while not reducing the
course offerings at MEHS. Thank you for your time.
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5 My name is Paula Clayton. 1am the School Improvement Specialist at Mt. Edgecumbe High School. |
serve the school as a half time counselor and the other half | am responsible for various administrative
duties. My counseling role includes academic counseling. As an academic counselor | try to connect
with the student | am serving and inquire about their strengths and interests. We have many great
programs at MEHS and | almost always find a class a student wishes to take or a class that may foster a
prospective career choice. However, | am not always able to accommodate them because the required
classes consume their schedule. The rigor of the MEHS courses are challenging as we strive to have
them. The below average and average student may not get to take a class in their area of interest until
their Junior or Senior year due to the fact we must balance the more rigorous required classes with
some less rigorous elective classes. {l.e. weight training, art, etc) The proposed curriculum change
would allow for more students to take additional courses that they have interest in and perhaps lead
them to a strong career choice. The proposed change does not in any way diminish the quality of 3
student’s academics it only allows them to excel in the area of their choice. It may even make their
choices in classes more challenging. For instance, a student interested in engineering may take all the
math courses offered at MEHS and then take a University of Alaska math course through MEHS for dual
credit. | think the most important point in the proposed change is that we are striving to serve every
student by honoring strengths and choice. in my opinion the proposed change would better serve every
student at MEHS. They are the most wonderful students | have had the experience of working with and
| feel we have a duty to serve them in the best way possible. Please consider the proposed graduations
requirements as a huge step forward in serving the students of MEHS. Thank you for your time,



Page 1 of 1

May 11, 2011

I am a retired social studies teacher.. I have taught middle school, high school,
university and have trained teachers. I continue to teach part-time at the UAS/Sitka
campus.

I understand that Mt Edgecumbe High School (Sitka) is considering a plan to reduce
social studies credit requirements from 4 credits to 3 credits while increasing science
credits..

I cannot support this idea and I would urge you to at least take a year to consider this
proposal before adopting it.. I would urge you to vote against this proposal because it
is not necessary.

As I understand it — the plan is to reduce social studies required credits from 4 to 3 and to
increase science required credits from 3 to 4. 'Why does one have to be reduced to
increase the other? That makes no sense in a state that has abundance (in this horrible
global recession) and in a state that speaks of the excellence of a well-rounded
curriculum.

I am not anti-science... I applaud science — [ support great science teaching — I am fully
cognizant of the importance of science training at the high school level. Iam also
supportive of a strong social studies curriculum amidst the global chaos that surrounds
these young people. Our young people need a well-rounded challenging curriculum
to prepare them for the world they are stepping into.

I thank you for taking the time to read this e-mail.
Harvey Brandt
907.747.6447

3704 HPR
Sitka, AK 99835

file://C:\Documents and Settings\dkknuth\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content... 5/12/2011



Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: dorothy. knuth@alaska.gov

Sent: Monday, April 18, 2011 11:18 AM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Lois Rhodes

E-Mail: lrhodes@gci.net

Telephone: 967 623-7271

I am commenting on: Mt. Edgecumbe High School proposed granduation requirement change My
Comments: I am in favor of the proposed graduation requirement change for Mt. Edgecumbe High
School. As a member of the Mt. Edgecumbe Advisory Board, I voted for the changes at our
January board meeting. Under the old requirements, students were required to take 4 credit
hours of social studies, while under the new requirements the student has a choice of what
class to take from the three options: social studies, science and advanced math. This
allows those who want to take four credits of social studies to do so, but it also allows
those who want more science or math to do so also. MNot all students will go into fields that
require a strong social studies background, but instead will be entering fields of study that
require more math or science. Those students who may be pursuing a career that requires more
math or science should be given the choice to take more advanced classes in order to be
successful in college and in their future careers. If the student is considering a career in
government or in their Native corporations, then he/she will still be able to take more
social studies and hopefully these would be advanced classes too.

Thank you for your time and interest.

Lois Rhodes
Community Member, Mt. Edgecumbe High School Advisory Board
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PO Box 591
Sitka, Alaska 998\35

March 15, 2011

Alaska State Board of Educetion

Pepartment of Education and Early Development
201 W, 10% 5t

Ancharage, AK

Dear Board:

| have taught at Mt, Edgecumbe High School for twenty-two years and have been an educator for thirky-
two. It is my belief that the proposed reduction in social studles credits &5 unwarranted and will
negatively affect the critical thinking skills of the students here. | ask you pull this item from the consent
agenda and send it back to the advisory board for further consideration,

Public education is in turmoil; in every state people are looking for ways to improve the quality of
education, to insure that the students are prepared for their futures and to insure that students
become literate and critical citizens. A raduction in social studies credits does not appear to be a move
in the right divection and, indeed, seems to be ancther hindrance to literacy at this school.

The first change that affected Iterscy was the mave to & block schedule; this, for example, required
teachers to teach an entire year of English in one semester, leaving some studernts without an English
class for up to an entire year [except for the freshmen). With the block schedule’s reduced time, there
was also reducad content and skill development and skill erosion, Now, the school has proposed
reduced requirements in social studies, an area that focuses primarily on reading and writing.
Academically, there can be no positive outcome of this change for the school and for the student.

Sincerely,

K. McCrossin
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Please submit for public testimony for March 17, 2011

March 16, 2011

Dana Handeland
P.O. Box 1416
Nome, AK 99762

To Wham It May Concern:

I am tha mather of a seniar student at Mt Edgecumba High Schael, Wa liva in Name and appraciats tha
tigarous learning apportunities that Mt Edgecumbe High Schoo! provides rural studants of Alaska.

| recently became aware of the dasira for sehasl stminlstration to reduce the graduation requirements
In Soclal Studles beginning with naxt year's students. Unfartunately, parents have not baen given the
opportunity to commant or he providad with information autlining tha beneflt vs. cpst of the proposed
change, Throughout the year, Mt Edgecumbe utilizes sevaral mathads of communicating school and
STUTIENT NEWS to parents across Alaska. As a parent, | baliava our opinion should be Included,
particularly when it impacts our children. 1t 5 difficult for me to support tha praposad reduction of
Soclal Studies cradlis in lleu of creating yet anothar electiva. 1318 the challenglng academle environment
that draws parents and students to Mt Edgacumba.

| regjuast that a formal decision, to reduce the credits required for future students of Mt Edgecumbe, be
postponed until the parants, students, and academic staff have been providad the apportunity to volee
their concern or support.,

Thank yau for conzlderation,
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P.0O.Box 1562
Sitlea, AKX 99835
3/14/11

Esther Cox, Chair

AX State Board of Education and Rarly Development
801 West 10™ S,

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Chairperson Cox:

1 am a resident of Sitka and a recently retired social studies teacher of Mt. Edgecurgbe High School.
It was only recently that I became aware of MEHS Advisory Board action which significantly impacts
the academic program and even the mission of MEHS. That action is reforenced as #25H of the consent

agenda. I would like to offer a few comments and ask that this item be pulled from the consent agenda
and returned to the MEHS Advisory Board for reconsideration,

The item on the consent agenda asks the State Board to approve the reduction of required social studies
credits at MEHS from. 4 to 3 to ostensibly allow students more choice to take higher level math and
science courses. Taking more math and science is a laudable goal, and one that I endorse. However,
what the MEHS report provided to the Board does not reveal is that on the current MEHS schedule, such
choice already exists. Students are able to accrue in excess of 30 credits at MEHS, while the required
number for graduation ranges from 21-24, depeuding on when the student entered MEHS. It would seetm
that the issue of choice is well provided for in the existing configuration of classes.

The four required credits of social studics at MEHS have been part of the academic program since 1985,
when MEHS became 2 state school. Those who designed this requirement were visionary in that they
understood the critical role of social studies in the development of the whole child, regardless of career
path. MEHS has a strong legacy of leadership and citizen action training; an excellent social studies
program 18 critical in fostering responsible citizenship. MEHS has been lauded throughout the state for
having had the vision to insist that students take four credits of social studies and become well versed in
history, peography, and government/civics. Feedback from alumni over the vears is that this requirement

has provided an enhanced background and an advantage in college, the workplace, and in life as a citizen
of Alaska.

I wonld like to add that due, in part, to the emphasis on reading, writing, math in the No Child Left
Behind legislation and resulting testing programs, social studies has been marginalized at the elementary
and nviddle school fevels, leaving high school progmims in 3 “catch up” situativn with students amiving
far less prepared in either social studies knowledge or skills. Dirninishing the expectation that they move
through a four credit series of aligned and integrated social studies classes at the high school level will

leave future students even less prepared to assume their role as citizens of their communities, state,
nation, and the world.

I would finally like to address what I see as a very serions flaw in the process by which this action of the
MEHS Advisory Board came about. Perhaps there was a sort of internal process where current staff and
students were given some opportunity for input. Was there collaboration on the design of the survey
questions given to students? Did students understand the implications of the questions and their answers?

I find it incredulous that a move of this significance, changing the graduation requiremaents at a high
school, was introduced and approved in the same January 2011 mecting. What about the other
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stakeholders? Have the alumni been given an opportunity for input? They are in a far better position to
assess the value of what they were required to take at MEHS. What about the parents? Please
understand that the MEHS Advisory Board meetings are held during the work/school day when it is very
difficult for eitizens to attend. MEHS parents are living/working all across Alaska. Most meetings are
conducted by audio conference, as was the January meeting when this decision was made. Where was
the public notice of the meeting and the agenda? Is the MEHS Advisory Board agenda posted on the
school website prior to the meeting? s it posted in various state newspapers so that parents may be

apprised of the agenda and given an opportunity for input? I am not sware that this is being done, and
yet this is standard for most school systems,

I was only informed of this situation by an article in the MEHS student newspaper, the Channel Light,

which is sent to patents, legislators, and retired MEHS staff.  The article reported on the Advisory Board
action, after the fact,

For an item of this significance, with a ripple effect through the system and potentially on a student’s
entire academic experience, I question why it was not given 2 second or third reading by the MEES
Advisory Board, The fact that the administration wished to start working on scheduling for next year
should not preciude a process that would allow time to examine all the pros and cons.  Scheduling
should not drive curriculum; cwriculuro drives the schedule. So, I would ask | “why the fast track?”
when, in a typical school district such a change would come about only after serious deliberation among
all i saxeholders, and that inchudes parents, alumni, and nwembers of the public who are comcerned
about the education of Alaska’s students.

I wish to reiterate that I am strongly supportive of MEHS students taking more math and science. Tt
appears that such is possible while not decreasing requirements for sooial studies. It is not RECOSSATY 10
“rob Peter to pay Paul”. Both goals are possible, especially when all parties unite to achieve them. 1
would ask that the State Board recommend that the MEHS Advisory Board reconsider its decision and
that the MEHS Advisory Board direct the administration to create a transparent, inclusive, and thoughtful
process which improves the overall MEHS program.

1 may be retired, but I care deeply about the education of MEHS students. I spent 33 years working with
AK rural students; they are bright and capable, and deserve no less then the high expectations, support,
and guidance of the adults in their lives. MEHS, with its distinguished history as an incubator of
leadership in local/state government, tribal governments, Native corporations, businesses, education, and
social services cannot compromise on. its obligation to its students and to the state.

Thank you for the epportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

D G

Brenda D. Campen

AK Historical Society Contributions to AX History Award 2010
Governor’s Award — AKX History Teacher 2006

Milken Educator 1997

AKX Council for the Social Studies Teacher of the Year 1993
National Council for the Social Studies Teacher of the Year 1993
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. Seapy

=29 Behrends Ave.
luneau, AK 99801
lseapy@pmail.com

fsther Cox, Chair

Alaska State Board of Education/Farly Development
.0, Box 110500

juneau, AK 99811

FAY G07-465-4156

ear Advisory Board,

. am greatly distressed to fearn of the recent attempt to reduce current required core class credits_ at Mt
£dgecume High School, Apparently, the claim is belng made that in arder for students to achieve the
Alaska Performance Scholarship, MEHS administration must reduce the number of required social
studies credits, The scholarship, not yet tunded, is intended to raise standards in schools, not diminigh
ther. As a former Mt. Edgecumbe High School instructor, | am appalted that this issue is being addressed
at this level.

Currently, within the MEHS schedule students can earn 30-35 credits. As only 21 credits are required to
graduate, this allows students more than enough roorm within their schedule to take additlonal math and
science courses. Within the current schedule, courses are intensified so that students may take 8 credits
each year. For students seeking the Alaska Performance Scholarship, there 15 room within the existing
schedule for additional math and science credits. If school administration would like students to take
more math and sclence, the clearest way to do that is require more math and science credits for
graduation,

The current graduation credit requirements help (o create well-rounded global citizeng. Mt..}‘;‘dgecumbe
graduates have risen to become community, state, and tribal luade;rs in part because of the rigor am_l
depth of the social studies and English requirements at MEHS, This lega\r:l_y shm}l]d be co?tinued. ! a'm‘ "
always encouraged to meet Mt, Edgecumbe graduates and recopnize their nc:l‘tf}dence. T h}ay have tackle
one of the most difficult course loads of any high school and come out ot top, This experience should be
enhanced because of the performance scholarship, not reduced.

Please consider the irony of the current situation and continugz to Im?lf). h.if."‘{h star;ldargssaére[\:; Eﬂﬁ;r;{::::be
High School. Clearly, there is the room in students’ gchedules for alcldspa‘naldn‘mtt r?)tl 5 ﬁmm. Anyane
who can perform simple subtraction can see this, _li‘}ME‘HS woul_d like it stU E;-:.; ;  tak

science, that should be the lssue address, not diminishing requirements in other areas.

Thank vou for your time and consideration,
.' \\I
/ "’ at,
s L L .
,/l if ’[5}/,,/,/
r L yeay

Former Mt Edgacumbe H/igh school Teacher




Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)

From: derothy.knuth@alaska.gov
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2011 3:10 PM
To: Knuth, Dorothy K (EED)
Subject: Comments on Regs

Name: Michael Hay

E-Mail: haymg@hotmail.com

Telephone: 907 747-3697

I am commenting on: MEHS Graduation Requirements My Comments: To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Michael Hay. I have taught junior English and Pacific Rim Cultures at MEHS for
six years (I have been teaching for a total of 14 years). I do not support a reduction in
social studies requirements at MEHS for the following reasons:

MEHS has a unique academic schedule; because all classes are a semester in length (that is,
in a semester students are granted a full credit for each class), students have many
opportunities for choice above and beyond the current graduation requirements (MEHS students
need 24 required credits to graduate, but have 32 opportunities over four years in which to
take these requirements). I was on the MEHS scheduling committee last year; the flexibility
and opportunity for student choice, given current requirements, were the major reasons why
MEHS is continuing on this schedule. Students currently have some choice and flexibility in
course offerings with current graduation requirements (including four social studies
requirements).

I believe students should have a choice in what classes they should take, but that the
amount of choice should be limited. According to the MEHS website s Proposed Graduation
Requirements FAQs,

There are two philosophies. One is that students don t know encugh te make these decisions
and it should be prescribed for them. Another is that once a commen foundation is built,
students should be allowed to direct their own education based upon their personal interests
or career pathways.

I believe there is a third philosophy. There is the idea that students should have
prescribed courses, to a certain extent, AND student choice, to a certain extent. Students
need requirements because they may not choose an academically valuable class. They also need
choice as well; they need to tap into their interests and pursue their passions at school.
Our current schedule and credit requirements provide both opportunities.

Our students benefit from the literacy skills, critical thinking skills, and content taught
in challenging, required courses. I do not think requirement is a bad word. I do not
equate a required class with a constraint (a term used twice on the MEHS website) on
student learning or opportunity. Often it is to the student s benefit to take an
academically challenging class, although he/she may find it uninteresting or undesirable. I
think that we, as educators and parents, sometimes need to stress what is valuable over what
is interesting for students.

Students currently have ample opportunity to achieve the requirements for the Alaska
Performance Scholarship Program. A change isn t needed to fulfill the scholarship s
requirements. I would also be concerned about changing our school s graduation requirements
to meet the goals of a scholarship program with an uncertain future.



I believe, if perceived equity of content is an issue, MEHS should raise the requirements
for math and science from three to four, rather than reduce social studies requirements.
Again, considering the uniqueness of the MEHS academic schedule, even this would still allow
some student choice in courses.

There is a fear that keeping the current requirements, and raising the math and science
requirements from three to four, would be too rigorous for our student body (see FAQ on
Proposed Graduation Requirements on MEHS website). This comment warries me for two reasons:
one, it reveals a lack of belief that our students, with our assistance, have the ability to
rise to a higher standard, and it implies that, as educators, our job is to settle for
mediocrity when it comes to student success rather than assist students to meet rigorous
academic challenges in all content areas.

With a reduction in social studies requirements, less students will take social studies
classes. As an English teacher, and as a member of the MEHS community who has been in the
trenches for six years now, I am greatly concerned about the literacy skills of our
students. We have many students who struggle with reading, writing, and critical thinking
skills. Reducing social studies requirements will reduce student exposure to these critical
literacy skills. Additionally, students greatly benefit from the content of four required
social studies classes (geography, Alaska history, U.S. history, and Alaska issues) on their
way to becoming active and thoughtful citizens of our state and nation. These skills are
essential if we truly want students to become c¢itizen leaders of their communities.

I believe a reduction in social studies requirements at MEHS is unnecessary and will
negatively impact the educaticn of our students.

Thank you for your time and consideration regarding this important issue.

Michael Hay



To: Membersof the State Board of Junel, 2011
Education & Early Development

From: Mike Hanley, Commissioner Agenda ltem: 2A

¢ |ISSUE
Thisisareport to the board regarding activities rel ated to the revision of state performance
standards.

+ BACKGROUND

e Theboard will be briefed on the status of the standards revision process.

e Theboard will be briefed on considerations for future activities and timelines required for
implementation of Alaska's revised standards for both Language Arts and Mathematics.

* Behind this cover memo are;
1. AKGLE revision activities
2. Alaska Standards Revision Plan for 2011-2012

e Erik McCormick, Director of Assessment, Accountability & Information Management, will be
present to brief the board.

¢ OPTIONS
Thisisan information item. No action is required.



Actions taken by EED regarding the revision of Alaska GLEs and comparison work with
Common Core Standards

e June 30, 2010 — participated in NGA/CCSSO sponsored webinar on Common Core
Standards

e July 2010 — EED staff compared the final version of the Common Core Standards to our
Alaska GLEs

e June 2010 — Hired a consultant to be directly involved with the Common Core Standards
to facilitate meetings with three stakeholder groups and create atransitional plan for
EED.

e June 2010 — September 2010 — recruited for fall and winter stakeholder meetings

e September 2010 — hosted audio conference with members of NCIEA to discuss
coordination and facilitation efforts of transitional plan activities with stakeholder groups

e October 12-13, 2010 — Hosted a meeting with table leaders from the February 2010
stakeholder meeting and teachers who work with limited English proficient students and
students with disabilities.

e October 27, 28, and 29, 2010 in Anchorage- shared findings with Assessment Advisory
Panel (AAP) and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

e November 17-18, 2010 — Hosted a meeting including representatives from university
campuses in the state, industry, and high school of reading/writing (literature and
composition) and mathematics to discuss college and career readiness.

e January 25- 26, 2011 - Hosted meeting in Anchorage including representatives from
middle and high school of reading, writing, and mathematics to discuss impact on
HSGQE and high school transitions

e February 15- 16, 2011 - Hosted meeting in Anchorage including representatives from
elementary, middle, high school and postsecondary for mathematics to discuss impact of
increasing cognitive rigor and considerations for districts to implement revised math
standards.

GLE revision/Common Core Standards Page 1



Standards Revision Plan for 2011-2012
(Drafted March 2011)

June 7-9, 2011 Confirmed at State Board Room, Juneau

Content coaches in reading, writing, and math from the State System of Support Team will
clarify, revise, and vertically align the standards based on the feedback from stakeholders to
create the first draft of the Alaska Standards.

October 11-12, 2011 - Confirmed at Embassy Suites, Anchorage
Stakeholders (approx 50) comprised of math, reading, and writing content area teachers and
CTE instructors will review and edit the drafted standards.

November 9-10, 2011 — Curriculum and Alignment Institute
Learning progressions

November 15-16, 2011 — Confirmed at BP Center, Anchorage
Stakeholders (approx 50) will return for second review and edit of drafted standards. If
possible, librarians will be included in the review and offer feedback for literature samples.

December, 2011 — State Board of Education & Early Development
Language arts (reading and writing) standards brought to State Board for review, recommend
for public comment.

January 11-12, 2012 — Tentatively Scheduled, awaiting location confirmation
Stakeholder meeting — expanded group which may include industry and post secondary.

February 8-9, 2012 - Tentatively Scheduled, awaiting location confirmation
Stakeholder review - larger and to include people representing subgroups.

March 2012 — State Board of Education & Early Development (TBA)
Board adopt new language arts standards.
Math standards brought to State Board for review, recommend for public comment.

June 2012 — State Board of Education & Early Development (TBA)
Board adopt new math standards

AK Standards Revision Plan 2011-2012 Page 1



To:  Membersof the State Board of Junel, 2011
Education & Early Development

From: Mike Hanley, Commissioner Agenda ltem: 2B

¢ |ISSUE
Thisisareport to the board regarding issues related to the High School Graduation Qualifying
Exam (HSGQE) and the requirements for earning a high school diploma.

+ BACKGROUND

e Theboard will be briefed on the purpose and status of the HSGQE.

e Theboard will be briefed on considerations for future activities and timelines required for
implementation of Alaska’s revised standards for both Language Arts and Mathematics.

* Behind this cover memo are 1) HSGQE Relevancy; 2) Assessment Options Summary; and 3)
Guideto EarningaHS diplomain AK.

e Erik McCormick, Director of Assessment, Accountability & Information Management, will be
present to brief the board.

¢ OPTIONS
Thisisan information item. No action is required.



HSGQE Relevancy

National Comparison

- 28 states have current or planned high school exit exam policies (25 current, 3 planned)
0 In 2010 thisrepresented 74% of the nation’s public high school students (25 states)
o Thisisanincrease of two states since 2009 — Oregon and Rhode Island
0 18 dtates, including Alaska have Comprehensive exit exams (aligned to state standards and
generally targeted to the 9" or 10" grade level).
Of the 18 states with Comprehensive exit exams 5 also assess at least one end-of course
(EOC) exams (IN, LA, MA, NJ, SC)

- States are moving away from minimum-competency (below H.S. skills) and comprehensive exams to new
EOC exams.

In 2002 there were 2 states using EOCs & 10 using minimum-competency

In 2008 there were 4 states having policies requiring EOCs & 2 using minimum-competency

In 2010 there were 7 states utilizing EOC exit exams

In 2015 up to 14 states will be utilizing EOCs & 0 using minimum-competency

Reasons for EOC shift include increasing rigor, improving accountability and improved alignment

between state standards and curriculum

O O 0O O O

Alaska Summary

- Passage of the HSGQE to obtain a diploma became effective in 2004
0 Students must pass 3 separate subtests — Reading, Writing, Mathematics
0 Individuals can participate twice ayear
0 Grade 10 students take a combined SBA/HSGQE in Spring
0 Grade 11-12 students take HSGQE Retest in either Fall or Spring

- Skillstested by HSGQE
0 Reading

Reading comprehension, identification and support for main ideas, application of multi-
step directions, ability to make and support assertions, and analysis and evaluation of
themes
Multiple-choice questions target specific skills, and constructed response questions allow
students to elaborate on and to make comparisons among various aspects of the texts.
Excerpts from published literature are the basis for eval uating reading skills.

o Writing
Writing compositions, using conventions of Standard English (spelling, grammar,
capitalization, and punctuation), and revising writing to improve expression.
Multiple-choice questions eval uate specific aspects of writing skill, and constructed-
response writing prompts ask students to write and edit narrative, descriptive, and
persuasive essays on various topics.

0 Math
Computation skills; reading, interpreting, and constructing graphs; and principles of
geometry and measurement
Students will use aruler and a protractor for a portion of the subtest. Procedures such as
estimation and mental computation are interwoven throughout this examination.

HSGQE Relevancy Page 1



- Current Grade 10 HSGQE Pass Rates (2010):
0 Reading—84%
o0 Writing —74%
0o Mah-77%

- The 2010 senior class cohort group had a combined cumulative passage rate of over 88%
o Thismeansthat over 88% of the studentsin the 2010 senior class passed all three parts of the
HSGQE in their high school career

- Therewere 1,597 seniorsin 2010 that completed the school year but did not receive a diploma
0 Over 53% of those seniors had already passed al three parts of the HSGQE

- Our statewide graduation rate increased by 0.2% to 67.7% in 2010. More importantly we had more than
8,200 high school graduates. Thisisincrease of over 1,300 graduates a year in comparison to 2005. This
has occurred during a stretch of several years showing stagnant enrollments.

Historical Graduation Rates

Year Rate Grads
2004 62.9% 7,290
2005 61.4% 6,905
2006 61.6% 7,361
2007 63.0% 7,666
2008 62.6% 7,855
2009 67.5% 8,008
2010 67.7% 8,245

Current Minimal District High School Graduation Requirements

21 total units of credit
4 units — language arts
3 units— social studies (0.5 credit must include Alaska history)
2 units — mathematics
2 units — science
1 unit — health/physical education

HSGQE Relevancy Page 2



Assessment Options
Considerations:

Focus primarily on a standardized test that provides test scores for sanctions-based accountability system
Focus on an improved alignment of curriculum and instruction to college and career ready standards

Assessment Description Research Strengths Cautions
e Primarily tests contentfroma | EOC s relatively new —very | « Holds students e EOC may be used for exit
specific course (i.e., Algebra I) few cohorts of high school accountable for learning exams but are not by
with less emphasis on lower- graduates/college across multiple grades default an exit exam.
level content graduates to draw (e.g., Algebra l in 9™ e GLEs exist for reading,
e Provides assurances that high conclusions. grade, Algebra ll in 10% writing, math, and
End of school graduates are ready for |e States using EOC = 23 grade) science — do not have
Course (EOC) college and work in terms of (some use as exit exams) e Mastery of course history for example.
number and rigor of courses e EOCs are needed for e Means of ensuring that e Multiple forms can be
students must pass. quarter/semester courses courses meet rigor, state- costly
as well as full year courses held expectations from

classroom to classroom
and grades are not
inflated

* Allows for remedial
courses

e Teacher effectiveness
easily tracked

e Asingle test administered at e Opportunities to show e Supports an integrated e Critics say that "teaching
the end of the school year. A growth are easily approach of course work to the test" disfavors
Standardized percentage of the content monitored (e.g., geometry and higher-order learning.
tested may be from grades algebra) e May limit the curriculum
before test year given. e Supports an embedded or what is actually taught
exit exam

Additional Considerations:
* WorkKeys will need alignment
e Career and Technical Education Plan requires alignment of curriculum
e Early Literacy Blueprint
e Teacher effectiveness
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Alaska
Earning a High School Diploma

Alaska Law (Sec 14.03.075) requires students to pass a competency exam in the areas of reading, English, and mathematics, or receive a waiver from the local governing
body, to earn adiploma. Students must also meet al local requirements. The exam, called the High School Graduation Qualifying Examination (HSGQE), isfirst
administered to students in the spring of their sophomore year. Students who are not proficient on portions of the exam must retake the exam at least once yearly whilein
school until they have passed. A student who is a child with a disability and who does not achieve a passing score, with or without accommodations, is eligible to receive
adiplomaif the student successfully completes an alternative assessment program. The HSGQE alternative assessment program is the Modified HSGQE and/or the
Nonstandardized HSGQE. A student who meets local requirements but does not pass the exam can earn a Certificate of Achievement rather than a diploma. Students who
have earned a Certificate of Achievement may continue to take the HSGQE Retest after they are no longer students.

The following chart is a summary guide to provide information about high school graduation options for students, but is not intended to provide detailed understanding of
the regulations. Special Education directors, high school principals, and high school special education teachers should read the regulations regarding special education
students and the HSGQE and become familiar with the Participation Guidelines.

Exam or LeadsTo To Qualify Who Deter mines Participation
M ethodology Guid€lines (PG) &
Regulation
Reference
HSGQE Diploma All students take in the spring of their sophomore | This assessment isrequired for all students. Students
year, and continue to take portions on whichthey | with disabilities or those who are LEP may takethis | 4 AAC 06.755
are not proficient at least once yearly while they assessment with or without accommodations.
arein school.
HSGQE with Diploma A student with a disability on an IEP or 504 plan, For a student with adisability on an IEP or 504 plan, | PG — pages5—17
Accommodations or students who are limited English proficient, the decision is made by the team and documented in
may take the HSGQE with accommodations. the plan. 4 AAC 06.775(c)
Students may take the exam with accommodations | For a student who is LEP, ateam determines and 4 AAC 06.776(b)
the first time the exam is administered, and documents the accommodations. The team should
continue to take the exams with accommodations include the child’ s teacher and input from a parent.
until they have passed al portions.
If an accommodation is actually a modification, the
test will be invalidated and not scored.
Modified Diploma A student with a disability who does not pass a The |EP or 504 team indicates the student needs an PG — pages 19 - 22
HSGQE portion of the HSGQE may take the Modified alternative assessment program for the HSGQE on
HSGQE if the student requires modificationsin the student’ s plan. The team completes the Modified | 4 AAC 06.775(g)
addition to the accommodations already provided. | HSGQE application and submitsit to EED for 4 AAC 06.775(h)
approval. If EED denies approval, the team may 4 AAC 06.775())
request reconsideration of the denial from the
commissioner.

Earning a Diploma

Page 1




Exam or LeadsTo To Qualify Who Deter mines Participation
M ethodology Guidelines &
Regulation
Reference
Nonstandardized | Diploma A student with a disability who does not pass a The |EP or 504 team indicates the student needs an PG — pages 22 - 25
HSGQE portion of the HSGQE may take the alternative assessment program for the HSGQE on
Nonstandardized HSGQE if the student meetsthe | the student’s plan. The team completes the 4 AAC 06.775(i)
(Juried qualifications outlined in the Participation Nonstandardized HSGQE application and submitsit | 4 AAC 06.775(j)
assessment of Guidelines. (Further details regarding the to EED for approval. If EED denies approval, the
student work) qualifications follow this chart) team may request reconsideration of the denial from
the commissioner.
Waivers from Diploma Students may receive awaiver from the local To qualify for awaiver a student must meet the PG — pages 24 - 25
passing the governing body if: criteria established in state regulations, complete the
HSGQE The student arrivesin the AK public school application, and receive approval for the waiver from | 4 AAC 06.772
system within the final two semesters of hisor | thelocal school board that serves as the governing 4 AAC06.773
her year of intended graduation. body. If astudent is denied awaiver, the student may | 4 AAC 06.774
Parent dies within the last semester of the appeal the denial to EED. 4 AACO06.775 (1)
student’ s year of intended graduation. 4 AAC06.777
A serious or sudden illness, or a physical 4 AAC 06.780
injury, prevents the student from taking the
exam in the final semester of hisor her year of
intended graduation.
A disability arisestoo late in the student’s
high school career to devel op a meaningful
and valid assessment.
A student has passed a competency exam in
another state that assesses the same content
areas, and is a high school exit exam.
A student takes, with approval, and passes the
Modified HSGQE or the Nonstandardized
HSGQE in 10" grade.
Alternate Certificate | The student’s significant cognitive disability The student’s | EP or 504 team must document PG —page7-9
Assessment of prevent completing the standard academic reasons in the IEP for placing the student on the non-
Achievement | curricula, even with modifications and diplomatrack, which is the Alternate Assessment. 4 AAC 06.775(b)
accommodations. The student requires extensive
direct instruction in multiple settings to apply and
transfer skills. The student isinvolved in an
education program based on alternate achievement
standards.

Earning a Diploma Page 2



Nonstandardized HSGQE

The Nonstandardized HSGQE is available only to disabled students who
e areworking at or near grade level;
e havetaken but are not proficient on the HSGQE; and
< have adocumented history of being unable to demonstrate proficiency on a standardized assessment because of one or more of the following conditions:
e the student has a severe emotional or behavioral impairment or a pervasive developmental or other disability that causes the student to be unable to maintain
sufficient concentration to participate in standard testing, even with accommodations or appropriate modifications;
e the student cannot cope with the demands of a prolonged test administration because of multiple physical disabilities, severe health-related disabilities, or a
neurological disorder; or
e the student has a significant motor or communication disability that causes the student to need more time than is reasonable or available for testing, even
with the allowance of extended time.

Definitions
504 Plan - a plan that meets the requirements of 29 U.S.C. 794 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973).
Adaptation — a device or change provided to a student for testing: “ Adaptation” includes an accommodation or a modification.

Accommodation — a change in format, response, setting, timing, or scheduling, that does not alter in any significant way what the test measures or the comparability of
SCOres.

Commissioner — Commissioner of Education and Early Development
EED — Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
HSGQE — High School Graduation Qualifying Examination

|EP — Individualized Education Program

LEP — Limited English Proficiency

M odification — a change in the content, format, and/or administration of atest that alters what the test is designed to measure or the comparability of scores. Generally, a
modification makes an assessment invalid. The HSGQE may be taken with approved modifications because it is a special case.

Participation Guidelines (PG) — This document is adopted by reference, and communicates who can take statewide assessments with accommodations and modifications,
and who can take the Nonstandardized HSGQE. Page numbers referred to in this document are from the Participation Guidelines for Alaska Studentsin State
Assessments, 2007 edition, available online as a PDF which includes aforeword and table of contents.

Earning a Diploma Page 3



To: Membersof the State Board of June, 12011
Education & Early Development

From: Mike Hanley, Commissioner Agenda ltem: 3A

¢ |ISSUE

The board is being asked to approve the application of the Early College of Alaska Charter High
School for athree-year period.

¢ BACKGROUND

e Themission of Early College of Alaska Charter High School isto fully prepare
secondary students through core academic learning for work, college, and citizenship.

e The projected enrollment for grades 9-12 is 100-150 studentsin its first two years; the
projected teacher-to-student ratio is 1:20. The proposed facility is located at 510 2™
Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701. The faculty consists of 15 classroom teachers.

e The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District approved the Early College of Alaska
Charter High School application for a period of ten yearsin its contract dated July 1,
2011.

* The department reviewed the application submitted by the Fairbanks North Star Borough
School District. The application addresses the established review criteriafor an
application.

e Behind this cover memo isthe Rating Template.

e Cynthia Curran, Director of Teaching & Learning Support, will be present to brief the
board.

¢ OPTIONS

Thisisan information item. Action will be taken under Consent Agenda Item 24C.
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Rating Template for Application

This Rating Template is a guideline of criteria to be addressed in an application for a charter.
Please see the directions included in the application for more information.

Upon receipt of an application to operate a charter school, the Department's Charter School
Technical Review Team will evaluate the application using this Rating Template. The team will
identify any deficiencies in the application and determine if any modifications or additional
information are necessary. Once the Technical Review Team deems that the application is
acceptable, it will be sent to the State Board of Education for approval.

The rating template is in a scoring guide format and will be used by the EED Charter School
Technical Review Team to evaluate applications received. Each item on the rating template
corresponds to one of the fifteen criteria in the application.

The charter school will need to properly address the question(s) under each criterion. For
instance, number “1.” concerns the “Academic Policy Committee”. There are two questions in
this section that need to be addressed. Under the question in each section are guidelines
regarding “what the reviewers will look for,” followed by “suggested sources of evidence”.
These two review guidelines should assist the charter school in properly submitting what the
technical review team and State Board want in the review process. If a question in one of the
criteria is not applicable, please write that in your application. For example, if this is a first
application (a new charter school), the shaded N/A check boxes indicate the question may not
apply, but must be addressed with comments for future plans to deal with the specific issue.

The application should not leave to the reader any responsibility for deciphering the explanation
or interpreting the evidence presented. Successful applicants will also identify weaknesses, as
well as strengths, and will explain why the weaknesses do not outweigh the school’s strengths.
The application and rating template is a response to questions about the school’s performance
and to questions about the school’s future. In conclusion, the charter school’s application should
be looked upon favorably by the State Board of Education and Early Development if the fifteen
criteria are adequately addressed.



Requirements

Timeline:
(a) An initial charter application (after local school board approval) for a new or conversion
school may not be submitted to the Department of Education & Early Development sooner than
twelve (12) months prior to the start-up of the school.
(b) An existing charter school cannot apply for reapplication to the state sooner than twelve (12)
months before the expiration date of their charter.
(¢) The completed application materials shall be presented to the local school board, which will
then forward the application to the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development’s
charter school program manager as required by AS 14.03.250(c).
(d) Mail to:

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development

Attn: Charter School Program Manager

801 W. 10™ Street, Suite 200

P.O. Box 110500

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500
(e) 4 AAC 33.110(g) states: “No later than 20 working days after a local school board's decision
to approve or deny an application for a charter school, the local school board shall mail to the
Department of Education & Early Development the application and the decision, including the
supporting documents required by (a) of this section, and the minutes of the local school board
meeting at which the charter school was approved or denied....”
(f) The completed application must be in the hands of the charter school program manager no
later than 90 days before the next regular scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education &
Early Development. See schedule at: www.eed.state.ak.us/State_Board/

Required Format:

Not more than 200 pages single-sided, unbound, in 12 point font.
ALL pages numbered in consecutive order (i.e. 1, 2, 3, ...200).

A table of contents.

Follow in numerical order the numbered headings of the application.
ALL numbered headings and subheadings must be addressed.

agrOdDE

Application will not be read if any of the above five requirements are not met.



http://www.eed.state.ak.us/State_Board/

Charter Schools
Rating Template

A= Adequate
IA= Inadequate
N/A= Not Applicable

Name of Charter School:

Date of Application and Rating Template:

Early Collegeof AlaskaCharterHigh School

May 9, 2011

District: FairbanksNorth StarBoroughSchoolDistrict
1. RATING COMMENTS
ACADEMIC PoLiCcY COMMITTEE A | 1A | N/A

(a) Has the school’s independent
academic policy committee
operated at an acceptable level?

[]

P. 37-40 and Appendix A

(b) Is there an independent
academic policy on file?

[]

P. 40-45

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school is meeting the objectives as stated in the independent

academic policy.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: The number of academic policy sessions and the minutes from those committee

meetings.
2. RATING COMMENTS
LAW PROVISIONS A IA | N/A

(a) To be valid, the application must include a
separate, signed, charter school contract with
the district, addressing the fourteen provisions
as listed under AS 14.03.255(c)(1 - 14).

[]

P. 46 and Contract P.15-22

(b) Have the responsibilities of the

academic policy committee D P. 46
regarding provisions of the law

been fully addressed?

(¢) Isthe charter school within the P. 46-47

bounds of the most current applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements?

[]

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school complies with applicable federal, state, and local laws
and regulations in regards to the academic policy.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Charter contract, charter school bylaws, and minutes of meetings where

committee has adopted bylaws, etc.

Note: Table of Contents starts on page 24




3.

RATING

COMMENTS

EDUCATION PROGRAMS

N/A

(a) Has the school made reasonable
progress in meeting its
academic goals?

P. 48 Plans discussed

(b) Has the school demonstrated
progress, where applicable, on
the statewide assessment?

P. 50 states intent to comply

(¢) Has the school demonstrated
progress, where applicable, on
other assessments?

P. 50 Plans discussed, intent to
comply

(d) Does the school use its
assessment data to drive
decision-making in curriculum
and instruction?

(O ) O

P. 50 Plans discussed

(e) Where performance-based
assessments are used, does the
school have clear criteria?

[]

P. 50

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school is providing an instructional program that meets or
exceeds the academic standards, including assessments set by the state.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Promotion & graduation requirements & results of assessments that determine

whether students are achieving standards.

4.

RATING

COMMENTS

PROGRAM ACHIEVEMENT

A |IA

N/A

(a) Is the school implementing a
well-conceived plan to ensure
equal and bias-free access for

all students, for all facilities,
courses, programs, activities,
and services?

[]

P. 55

(b) Is the school systematically
addressing the needs of students
who do not perform at
acceptable levels of

proficiency in the statewide
assessment program?

P. 55

(c) Is the school systematically
informing parents of their
child’s performance and
progress?

P. 55

(d) Did the charter school provide
student assessment
participation rates?

P. 55




4. (CONT)) RATING COMMENTS

PROGRAM ACHIEVEMENT A IA | N/A

(e) Has the charter school made a comparison

between their assessment scores and the |:| P. 56
district’s assessment data?
(f) Has the charter school made a comparison P. 56

between their assessment scores and the
state’s assessment data?

[]

(g_) Has the charter school shown P 56
disaggregated scores across
all categories?

(h) Does the school provide professional

development that is goal-based and driven, |:| P. 56
in large part, by the student assessment data?

(i) Is the school implementing a

well-conceived plan to D P. 56

demonstrate progress over time?

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school is meeting the objectives agreed to for program
achievement, particularly assessment data comparisons, student assessment participation rates, and
disaggregated scores across all categories

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Implementation of approved plans for special education, relevant data
regarding enrollment & services provided to special needs & bilingual students, school schedule & calendar, and
student records of statewide assessment performance. Also, student report card/progress report &

description of staff development activities.

S. RATING COMMENTS

ADMISSION PROCEDURES IA | N/A

(a) Does the school have
admission procedure criteria?

P. 57-58

(b) Are eligible students specifically

defined? P. 58

(¢) What are the provisions for
accommodating additional
students, if necessary?

P. 58

(d) Is there a lottery or other type of
provision for random drawing for enrollment
when applicants exceed the school’s
capacity?

P. 58-59

L1 [ O (O3

(e) Is there a provision for accommodating

vacancies that may occur mid year? D P.59

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school is viable in terms, of student admissions, and has
adequate provisions for accommodating additional students and a plan for random drawing for enrollment
when applicants exceed capacity.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Enrollment data, turnover data, waiting list data, exit interviews or surveys, and
written admissions/enrollment procedures.




6. RATING COMMENTS

ALTERNATIVE OPTION A | IA | N/A

(a) Is there a provision in place for P. 59
students who do not wish to |:| )
attend the charter school, even

though it’s the only option?

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence through a local written provision that there are alternative choices
for students who choose not to attend the local charter school, even though it is the only local school available.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Check local provision.

7. RATING COMMENTS

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES A IA | N/A

(a) Is there an administrative policy )
that follows charter school law? |:| P. 60-64

(b) Does the school present
evidence that there is a full and
abiding understanding of the
obligations of the administration |:|
in providing for the control and
supervision of the charter
school?

P. 64

(¢) Is there compelling evidence
that the school’s leadership is |:| P. 65
strong?

that the school has handled organizational

(d) Is there compelling evidence |:| P 65
challenges effectively and competently?

(e) Are the mechanisms in place;
(e.g. an advisory grievance
committee) to respond to, and, |:|
where indicated, resolve
complaints?

P. 65

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school is administered in an efficient and effective
manner. Evidence that there is clear governance and administrative structures and problems are
addressed adequately when they arise.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Written evaluations, formal complaints, leadership changes, board turnover, and
examples of governance issues & how they are addressed, and the administrative policy manual.




8. RATING COMMENTS

FUNDING ALLOCATION A |IA | NA

(a) Is acharter school budget P. 66 and Appendix F

summary in place that .
y 1P Along with assurances from CFO at

designates the funding |:| DT ]
allocation from the local school District Office

board in addition to a summary
of the charter school budget?

(b) Is the school district going to S
implement indirect costs? P. 67 6.42% indirect costs

If so, what services are provided |:|
to the charter school for this
indirect fee?

(¢) Will the charter school be eligible
. P. 67
for the additional local revenue over |:|
the 4-mills required in the
foundation program?

(d) Has the charter school met the )
requirement to achieve a |:| P.67-69
positive or zero ending fund

balance?

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence of an understanding of the financial management and
reporting requirements associated with operating a school per the charter school budget summary.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: A clear concise narrative statement providing sufficient evidence that the school
has competently & effectively managed its finances. Evidence of an approved budget procedure for amending the
budget, and procedures for amending budget minutes of meetings where the budget is adopted or amended.

9. RATING COMMENTS
FISCAL SOLVENCY A JI1A | NA

(a) Has the charter school, over the P. 70

course of the initial charter, '

implemented a well-conceived |:|

financial plan to ensure the

fiscal solvency of the charter
school?

(b) Do the audit reports to date P 71
indicate that the school has !
met its obligation to ensure the |:|
fiscal integrity of the school’s
financial operation?

(¢) Has the school achieved
efficiencies in its operation? |:| P.71

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence of sound fiscal management and fiscal viability of the
charter school as confirmed by a balanced budget.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Financial audits & financial statements.

The intention of state foundation funds is to provide funding for districts that enroll
students and provide instruction each day from certified teachers under AS 14.20.020, at
the school's facility. Students that leave that school facility to attend a university will not
be considered as in attendance and therefore those classes/courses will not be counted
towards the student FTEs.




10.

COMMENTS

FACILITY PLANS

(a) Does the school present a clear
and detailed plan for

maintaining the present site or,

if indicated, acquiring a suitable
and adequate education facility?

P.71

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence of how the charter school is in compliance with and is meeting

their detailed facility plan.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: A drawn schematic of the physical plant.

11.

RATING

COMMENTS

TEACHER TO STUDENT RATIO

A | IA | NA

(a) Is there a plan which adequately
addresses teacher to student
ratio?

[]

P. 71 1:20 teacher to Student ratio

(b) Is the plan reasonably based on
projected enrollment figures?

[]

P. 72 and Appendix C (P. 124-129)

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school has a workable plan that addresses teacher
to student ratio including projected enrollment figures.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Minutes of board meeting where staffing ratio was approved and evidence of
deployment for determining enrollment projections.

12.

RATING

COMMENTS

ENROLLMENT

A | IA | NA

(a) Has the student enrollment
been stable? D P.72
(b) Has the school’s enrollment |:| P 72

been at a maximum?

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school is viable in terms of student enrollment, has
an adequate student recruitment process to attract students, and is successful enough to retain the
number of students it projected in the charter application.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: A written statement that is a reflective self-appraisal of strengths & weaknesses of
the school’s charter with credible & compelling plans for building on success, maintaining or increasing student
enrollment & momentum, & making necessary changes for improvement of the school.

10




13. RATING COMMENTS

TEACHING METHOD/CURRICULUM A |IA | N/A

(a) Does the school have a plan P. 73
that addresses explicit teaching '
methods that will benefit an age |:|

group, grade level, or specific
type of student?

(b) Does the school have a
systematic plan in place to

monitor curriculum |:|
implementation and curriculum

quality?

P. 74

(¢) Has the school undertaken
curriculum review and revision? D P.74

(d) Is_the_re ewder)ce to_support P 74
effective intervention with |:|
students who are “at risk?”

(e) Is the school addressing the P.75
needs of students with |:| )
educational disabilities?

(f) Where applicable, does the P. 75
school address the needs of |:| )
students with limited English

proficiency?

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that the school utilizes various teaching methods that would
benefit specific age groups, grade levels, or explicit types of students. Evidence that the charter school
has a written systematic plan to monitor curriculum implementation and quality, including curriculum
review and revision. Evidence that the school is attracting and accommodating at-risk students and
special education students and meeting their needs. Evidence that the school is complying with federal
and state laws and regulations regarding these populations.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Check written plans on monitoring curriculum implementation, check that laws

regarding special needs students are being adhered to. Evidence of an adopted curriculum/course of study, regular

monitoring and updating of curriculum/course of study.

11




14.

RATING

COMMENTS

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

N/A

(a) Where applicable, does a collective
bargaining contract exist that alludes to
contract exemptions that are agreed to by
both the school district and bargaining unit?

P.75-76

(b) If no contract exemptions are
agreed to, are the employees of
the charter school subject to all
provisions of the collective
bargaining agreements enforced
in the school district?

[]

P.76
- Transfer and reassignment, and
- Partial Student Attendance Days

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that a written collective bargaining contract exists, if applicable,
regarding contract exemptions. In the event of no contract exemptions, evidence that the employees of
the charter school are subject to all provisions of the school district’s collective bargaining agreements.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Written collective bargaining unit contract, and board approval of exemptions

from the collective bargaining agreement.

15.

RATING

COMMENTS

CONTRACT TERMINATION

A

1A

N/A

(a) Is there a charter school
contract termination clause
currently in effect?

[]

P. 76

What Reviewers Will Look For: Evidence that a written charter school contract termination clause is present.

Suggested Sources of Evidence: Check for written charter school termination clause.

12




ALASKA STATUTES

Article 2. Charter Schools

250. Establishment of charter schools

255. Organization and operation of a charter school

260. Funding for charter school

265. Admission

270. Teacher or employee transfers, evaluations, and negotiated agreements.
275. Contracts; duration

280. Regulations

290. Definitions

Sec. 14.03.250. Establishment of charter schools.
(a) A charter school may be established as provided under AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290

upon the approval of the local school board and the state Board of Education and Early

Development of an application for a charter school. The state Board of Education and
Early Development may not approve more than 60 charter schools to operate in the
state at any one time.

(b) A local school board shall prescribe an application procedure for the establishment
of a charter school in that school district. The application procedure must include
provisions for an academic policy committee consisting of parents of students attending
the school, teachers, and school employees and a proposed form for a contract
between a charter school and the local school board, setting out the contract elements
required under AS 14.03.255 (c).

(c) A local school board shall forward to the state Board of Education and Early

Development applications for a charter school that have been approved or denied by
the local board.

13
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Sec. 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school.
(a) A charter school operates as a school in the local school district except that the
charter school (1) is exempt from the local school district's textbook, program,

curriculum, and scheduling requirements; (2) is exempt from AS 14.14.130 (c); the

principal of the charter school shall be selected by the academic policy committee and
shall select, appoint, or otherwise supervise employees of the charter school; and (3)
operates under the charter school's annual program budget as set out in the contract
between the local school board and the charter school under (c) of this section. A local
school board may exempt a charter school from other local school district requirements
if the exemption is set out in the contract. A charter school is subject to secondary

school competency testing as provided in AS 14.03.075 and other competency tests

required by the department.
(b) A charter school shall
(1) keep financial records of the charter school;
(2) oversee the operation of the charter school to ensure that the terms of the
contract required by (c) of this section are being met;
(3) meet regularly with parents and with teachers of the charter school to review,
evaluate, and improve operations of the charter school; and
(4) meet with the academic policy committee at least once each year to monitor
progress in achieving the committee's policies and goals.
(c) A charter school shall operate under a contract between the charter school and the
local school board. A contract must contain the following provisions:
(1) a description of the educational program;
(2) specific levels of achievement for the education program;
(3) admission policies and procedures;
(4) administrative policies;
(5) a statement of the charter school's funding allocation from the local school
board and costs assignable to the charter school program budget;
(6) the method by which the charter school will account for receipts and
expenditures;

(7) the location and description of the facility;

14
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(8) the name of the teacher, or teachers, who, by agreement between the
charter school and the teacher, will teach in the charter school;

(9) the teacher-to-student ratio;

(10) the number of students served;

(11) the term of the contract, not to exceed a term of 10 years;

(12) a termination clause providing that the contract may be terminated by the
local school board for the failure of the charter school to meet educational
achievement goals or fiscal management standards, or for other good cause;

(13) a statement that the charter school will comply with all state and federal
requirements for receipt and use of public money;

(14) other requirements or exemptions agreed upon by the charter school and
the local school board.

(d) A charter school may be operated in an existing school district facility or in a facility
within the school district that is not currently being used as a public schoal, if the chief
school administrator determines the facility meets requirements for health and safety
applicable to public buildings or other public schools in the district.

Sec. 14.03.260. Funding for charter school.

(a) A local school board shall provide an approved charter school with an annual
program budget. The budget shall be not less than the amount generated by the
students enrolled in the charter school less administrative costs retained by the local
school district, determined by applying the indirect cost rate approved by the
Department of Education and Early Development. The "amount generated by students
enrolled in the charter school" is to be determined in the same manner as it would be for
a student enrolled in another public school in that school district.

(b) The program budget of a charter school is to be used for operating expenses of the
educational program of the charter school, including purchasing textbooks, classroom
materials, and instructional aids.

(c) The charter school shall provide the financial and accounting information requested
by the local school board or the Department of Education and Early Development and
shall cooperate with the local school district or the department in complying with the
requirements of AS 14.17.910 .
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(d) The expenses of housing nonresident students who attend the charter school,
including room, board, and other reasonable housing expenses, may not be paid for
with state money but may be paid for with funds contributed by sources other than the

state.
Sec. 14.03.263. Charter school grant program. [Repealed, Sec. 1 ch 100 SLA 2003].

Repealed or Renumbered

Sec. 14.03.265. Admission.

(a) The program of a charter school may be designed to serve
(1) students within an age group or grade level;
(2) students who will benefit from a particular teaching method or curriculum; or
(3) nonresident students, including providing domiciliary services for students
who need those services, if approved by the board.

(b) A charter school shall enroll all eligible students who submit a timely application,
unless the number of those applications exceeds the capacity of the program, class,
grade level, or building. In the event of an excess of those applications, the charter
school and the local school board shall attempt to accommodate all of those applicants
by considering providing additional classroom space and assigning additional teachers
from the district to the charter school. If it is not possible to accommodate all eligible
students who submit a timely application, students shall be accepted by random
drawing. A school board may not require a student to attend a charter school.

(c) In addition to other requirements of law, a charter school shall be nonsectarian.

Sec. 14.03.270. Teacher or employee transfers, evaluations, and negotiated
agreements.

(a) A teacher or employee may not be assigned to a charter school unless the teacher
or employee consents to the assignment.

(b) All provisions of an existing negotiated agreement or collective bargaining
agreement applicable to a teacher or employee of a district apply to that teacher or
employee if employed at a charter school in that district, unless the district and the

bargaining unit representing the teacher or employee agree to an exemption.
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(c) A teacher in a charter school shall be evaluated in an equivalent manner as all other
teachers in the district, except that if there is no administrator assigned to the charter
school, the local school board, with the agreement of the charter school, shall designate

a school district administrator in that district to evaluate a teacher in a charter school.

Sec. 14.03.275. Contracts; duration.

A contract for a charter school may be for a term of no more than 10 years.

Sec. 14.03.280. Regulations.

The state Board of Education and Early Development may adopt regulations under AS
44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) necessary to implement AS 14.03.250 -
14.03.290.

Sec. 14.03.290. Definitions.
In AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290

(1) "academic policy committee" means the group designated to supervise the

academic operation of a charter school and to ensure the fulfillment of the mission of a
charter school;
(2) "charter school" means a school established under AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290 that

operates within a public school district;

(3) "local school board" means a borough or city school board or a school board of a
regional educational attendance area;

(4) "parent" means a biological, adoptive, or foster parent, or an adult who acts as
guardian of a child and makes decisions related to the child's safety, education, and
welfare;

(5) /[Repealed, Sec. 102 ch 21 SLA 2000].

(6) "teacher" means a person who serves a school district in a teaching, counseling, or

administrative capacity and is required to be certificated in order to hold the position.
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ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

TITLE 4
EDUCATION & EARLY DEVELOPMENT
JULY 2002 SUPPLEMENT
INCLUDING REGISTERS 153 THROUGH 162

4 AAC 33.110. Charter schools
(a) A local school board shall prescribe the application procedure described in AS

14.03.250 (b). 4 AAC 33.110. Charter schools

(a) A local school board shall prescribe the application procedure described in AS

14.03.250 (b). The procedure must be in writing and must be available upon request at
the local school board's central office. The local school board shall include each
document necessary to conduct a thorough review of the charter school, including

(1) a copy of the charter;

(2) a list of the members of the academic policy committee and their

qualifications;

(3) the length of term of the charter;

(4) the charter school's bylaws;

(5) education programs to be offered at the charter school, including promotion

and graduation requirements;

(6) a written instructional program that addresses academic standards, including

the statewide student assessment system under 4 AAC 06.710 - 4 AAC 06.790;

(7) written objectives for program achievement, including assessment, staff

development activities, and a school schedule and calendar;

(8) plans for serving special education, vocational education, gifted, and bilingual
students;

(9) written admissions procedures;

(10) if the charter school is the only school in the community, an alternative
option for students not wishing to attend the charter school;

(11) a written administrative policy manual;

(12) a written budget summary and financial plan;

(13) a written plan for the charter school's facility;
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(14) a written plan that addresses the teacher-to-student ratio, including
projected enroliment figures;
(15) a written student recruitment process, including a lottery or random drawing
mechanism for enrollment if applicants exceed the school's capacity;
(16) any written collective bargaining contract with teachers or employees;
(17) the written termination clause that must appear in the contract between the
charter school and the local school board; and
(18) proof of compliance with applicable law.

(b) Repealed 3/31/2002.

(c) Repealed 3/31/2002.

(d) Repealed 3/31/2002.

(e) Repealed 3/31/2002.

(f) Repealed 3/31/2002.

(g) No later than 20 working days after a local school board's decision to approve or

)
)
)
)

deny an application for a charter school, the local school board shall mail to the
commissioner the application and the decision, including the supporting documents
required by (a) of this section, and the minutes of the local school board meeting at
which the charter school was approved or denied. The State Board of Education and
Early Development will not approve an application that contains insufficient information
to determine compliance with applicable law.
(h) The State Board of Education and Early Development will review applications for
charter schools in the order that they are received under (g) of this section.
(i) The State Board of Education and Early Development will approve an application for
a charter school if the
(1) local school board has approved the application; and
(2) application and other information available to the State Board of Education
and Early Development demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the State Board of
Education and Early Development, that the local school board and the charter
school have complied with, and will continue to comply with, state and federal
law, including AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290 and this section.
(j) Repealed 3/31/2002.
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(k) A decision of the State Board of Education and Early Development under (i) of this
section is a final agency action for purposes of an appeal to the superior court.

() The department may audit the charter school's program during the charter period,
and may take any action necessary to ensure compliance with federal and state law,
including the withholding of money under AS 14.07.070 .

(m) Complaints involving the operation of a charter school shall be initially referred to

the local school board for investigation. The local school board shall provide any
relevant document concerning the complaint to the commissioner upon request.

(n) Repealed 8/6/2004.

(0) In this section,

(1) "charter school" has the meaning given that term in AS 14.03.290 ;

(2) "commissioner" means the commissioner of education and early

development;

(3) "department" means the Department of Education and Early Development;

(4) "local school board" has the meaning given that term in AS 14.03.290 .
History: Eff. 4/27/96, Register 138; am 3/31/2002, Register 161; am 7/26/2002,
Register 163; am 8/6/2004, Register 171
Authority: AS 14.03.250
AS 14.03.280
AS 14.07.020
AS 14.07.060

Editor's note: The address for mailing the application and decision described in 4 AAC
33.110(g) is Commissioner, Department of Education and Early Development, 801
West Tenth Street, Suite 200, P.O Box 110500, Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500.

As of Register 151 (October 1999), the regulations attorney made technical revisions
under AS 44.62.125 (b)(6) to reflect the name change of the Department of Education to
the Department of Education and Early Development made by ch. 58, SLA 1999, and

the corresponding title change of the commissioner of education.
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To:  Membersof the State Board of Junel, 2011
Education & Early Development

From: Mike Hanley, Commissioner Agenda ltem: 3B

¢ |ISSUE

The board is being asked to approve the renewal of the Chinook Montessori Charter School for a
ten-year period.

¢ BACKGROUND

Chinook Montessori Charter School, a school of choice, strivesto create a dynamic
educational environment fostering educational excellence, cultivating personal,
intellectual, and emotional growth and responsibility through a Montessori philosophy.

The projected enrollment for grades K through 8 is 152 students; the projected teacher-to-
student ratio will not exceed 1:24. The proposed facility is located at 3002 International
Street, Fairbanks, Alaska. The faculty consists of seven classroom teachers.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District approved the Chinook Montessori
Charter School application for a period of ten yearsin its contract dated July 1, 2011.

Department staff reviewed the application submitted by the Fairbanks North Star
Borough School District. The application adequately addresses the established review
criteriafor arenewal application in meeting the charter school statutes and regulation.

The rating template for Chinook Charter School can be found behind this cover memo.

Cyndy Curran, Director of Teaching & Learning Support, will be present to brief the
board.

¢ OPTIONS
Action on thisitem is not required at thistime. Action will be taken under Consent Agenda ltem
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http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/civil-engineering-tech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/elec-engineering-tech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/elec-engineering-tech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/electrician.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/haz-mat-remove-tech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/haz-mat-remove-tech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/highway-maint-tech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/machinist.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/maint-mech.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/mech-diesel-spec.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/mech-diesel-spec.html
http://www.jobs.state.ak.us/apprenticeoccupations/able-seaman.html
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