Curriculum Alignment

Alaska Standards for Writing – Grade 6

	Strand
	Stem


	PSGLE

(Performance Standard Grade Level Expectation)
	District’s

Specific Content


	Specific

Skills that Support Standard
	Resources and Materials
	Common District Assessments 

(formative and summative)

	Write Using a Variety of Forms
	The student writes about a topic by
	[6] 2.1.1 Writing a story or composition of at least two paragraphs with a topic sentence (which may include a lead or hook), maintaining a focused idea, and including supporting details
	Story/composition

Topic sentence

Attention getter/lead or hook

Focused idea

Supporting details
	Writes an interesting topic sentence

Story or composition stays focused on the topic sentence

Includes details about the topic sentence
	
	

	
	The student writes about a topic by
	[6] 2.1.2 Using a paragraph form: indents or uses paragraph breaks, and places paragraph breaks appropriately (L)
	Paragraph format and organization


	Organizes composition into paragraphs

Identifies when a new paragraph should start


	
	

	
	The student writes about a topic by
	[6] 2.1.3 Organizing and sequencing ideas logically to establish clear relationships within and between paragraphs (e.g., using transition words or phrases that reveal order or chronology, comparison/contrast) (L)


	Logical organization of ideas

Sequence of ideas 

Comparison

Contrast

Chronology

Transition

Phrases


	Uses logical organizational structures (clear introduction, middle, conclusion, transitions between paragraphs) to link ideas within and between paragraphs and to compare and contrast ideas (e.g. but, on the other hand, meanwhile, etc.)
	
	

	
	The student writes about a topic by
	[6] 2.1.4 Writing a concluding statement*
	Concluding statement


	Writes a sentence at the end of a composition that effectively sums up the ideas in the composition or writes a final, appropriate message about the topic

(*Same skills as Gr. 5, but higher level)
	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[6] 2.2.1 Writing an understandable story that incorporates story elements and literary devices (e.g., dialogue, descriptive details)
	Story elements 

Plot

Character

Setting

Problem/solution

Literary devices Dialogue

Descriptive details
	Includes story elements and literary devices and recognizes their purpose in stories.

Writes stories incorporating story elements such as a well-crafted plot and literary devices such as dialogue

Refer to [n] 2.1.3 for organizational structure.
	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[6] 2.2.2 Writing in a variety of nonfiction forms using appropriate information and structure (e.g., step-by-step directions, descriptions, observations, or report writing)*
	Appropriate information and structures for nonfiction writing

Step-by-step directions

Report Writing
	Appropriately identifies and writes using different forms of nonfiction
	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[6] 2.2.3 Using expressive language when responding to literature or producing text (e.g., writer’s notebook, memoirs, poetry, plays, or lyrics)* (L)


	Expressive language

Writer’s notebook

Memoirs

Lyrics

Plays 
	Incorporates descriptive word choices and language when responding to literature or writing creatively

(*Same skills as Gr. 5, but higher level)
	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[6] 2.2.4 Using diagrams, charts or illustrations with captions or labels in research projects or extended reports (L)


	Supportive and illustrative materials Diagrams

Charts

Illustrations

Captions

Labels

Research project

Report
	Identifies, locates, and includes diagrams, charts, illustrations, captions, and labels in research projects and/or reports.

Creates diagrams, charts, illustrations, captions, and labels for specific uses in projects and/or reports
	
	

	Structures and Conventions of Writing
	Student writes and edits using conventions of Standards English by
	[6] 2.3.1 Varying the beginnings, lengths, and patterns of sentences to improve flow and to enhance meaning of writing*
	Sentence patterns

Flow


	Identifies parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective, adverb, conjunction, preposition, pronoun, article) to discuss sentence structure.

Writes a variety of sentences (e.g., short, simple sentences, compound, complex sentences with clauses)
	
	

	
	
	[6] 2.3.2 Identifying and/or correcting mistakes in spelling (e.g., grade-appropriate, high- frequency words, homophones, and contractions)*
	Spelling errors

Contractions

Homophones


	Identifies and corrects misspellings in grade-appropriate words, including , including contractions and homophones (words that are pronounced the same but have different meanings, such as pear/pair)
	
	

	
	
	[6] 2.3.3 Identifying and/or correcting mistakes in punctuation (e.g., quotation marks for dialogue, commas in dates, salutations, and closings in letters , and commas in a series) and capitalization
	Quotation marks for dialogue

Comma usage in dates, greetings, and closings in letters

Comma usage in series

Correct capitalization
	Identifies and/or corrects errors in punctuation and capitalization


	
	

	
	
	[6] 2.3.4 Identifying and/or correcting mistakes in usage (e.g., subject/verb agreement, verb tense, sentence fragments and run-on sentences, possessives, and pronouns) (L)
	Subject/verb agreement

Verb tense

Sentence fragments Run-on sentences

Possessives

Pronouns
	Identifies and corrects targeted usage errors (e.g., corrects run-on sentence)


	
	

	Revise
	The student revises writing by
	[6] 2.4.1 Rearranging and/or adding details to improve focus, to support main ideas, to clarify topic sentence, and to make sequence clear
	Topic sentence

Sequence

Main Ideas

Focus
	Rearranges details to improve logical presentation of ideas

Adds details to further support or describe main ideas
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[6] 2.4.2 Giving/receiving appropriate feedback and using established criteria to review own and others’ written work (e.g., peer conferences, checklists, scoring guides, or rubrics)* (L)
	Feedback 

Criteria?

Peer

Conferences

Checklists

Scoring Guide

Rubrics


	Uses criteria in a rubric or scoring grid to edit and refine own writing

Provides feedback to others using specific criteria

(increased rigor)
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[6] 2.4.3 Combining sentences for fluency and selecting precise, descriptive words to improve the quality and effectiveness of writing (L)
	Sentence combining 

Fluency

Quality

Effectiveness

*Coordinating conjunctions (implied in GLE)

Word Choice
	Combines sentences to improve original sentences (e.g., changes The dog was small. The dog was mean. The dog was pulling on its leash to The small, ferocious dog was straining on its leash)
	
	

	Cite Sources
	The student documents sources by
	[6] 2.5.1 Giving credit for others’ ideas, images, and information by citing title and source (e.g., author, storyteller, translator, songwriter, or artist) * (L)
	Citations

Ideas

Images

Title

Source

Author

Translator


	Cites the author and title of the source of ideas, images, and information used from other sources
	
	

	Use Resources
	The student uses resources by
	[6] 2.6.1 Looking up spelling or definitions of words in dictionaries or correcting misspellings using software programs, including choosing the correct spelling option among several choices (L)


	Dictionary skills

Software programs


	Looks up words in dictionary to find correct spellings 

Uses software spell check to correct misspelled words and selects correct spelling when given a choice of words


	
	

	
	The student uses resources by
	[6] 2.6.2 Using a thesaurus to find synonyms for common words * (L)


	Thesaurus 

Synonyms


	Finds synonyms for common words in thesaurus when looking for a more descriptive or precise word
	
	

	
	The student uses resources by
	[6] 2.6.3 Writing with a word processor using formatting features to produce a final draft (L)
	Word processor formatting features

Final Draft 


	Uses format features in word processing to create final draft (e.g., font size, indentation or line space for paragraph breaks)
	
	


