Curriculum Alignment

Alaska Standards for Writing – Grade 9

	Strand
	Stem


	PSGLE

(Performance Standard Grade Level Expectation)
	District’s

Specific Content


	Specific

Skills that Support Standard
	Materials and Resources
	Common District Assessments 

(formative and summative)

	Write Using a Variety of Forms
	The student writes about a topic by
	[9] 4.1.1 Incorporating the thesis statement, which identifies the focus or controlling idea for the entire composition, into an introductory paragraph (the introductory paragraph may include a lead or hook, such as an anecdote, startling statistic or quotation)
	Thesis statement

Introductory paragraph

Controlling idea/focus

Lead/hook

Anecdote

Startling statistic

Quotation

3-5 paragraph essay


	Integrate a focused thesis statement into an introductory paragraph as part of a 3-5 paragraph essay

Include a lead or hook into the introductory paragraph
	
	

	
	The student writes about a topic by
	[9] 4.1.2 Writing in paragraphs that include relevant details and evidence that support the main idea of the paragraph and thesis statement, grouping ideas logically within the paragraph, placing paragraph breaks logically

	Relevant details

Supporting evidence

Main idea

Paragraph format and organization

Three-five paragraph essay
	Write a 3-5 paragraph essay with a clear thesis statement, main idea, logically organized paragraphs, relevant details, and supporting evidence
	
	

	
	The student writes about a topic by
	[9] 4.1.3 Organizing ideas using appropriate structure to maintain the unity of the composition (e.g., chronology order, order of importance, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, classification and definition), using a variety of transitional words and phrases
	Logical organization of ideas

Sequence of ideas 

Comparison

Contrast

Chronology

Transition

Phrases

Unity

Classification
Definition

Cause and effect
	Use a writing organizing rubric/structure to maintain composition unity. 

Make use of a variety of transitional words and phrases to link ideas within and between paragraphs
	
	

	
	The student writes about a topic by
	[9] 4.1.4 Writing a concluding paragraph that connects concluding elements to the introductory elements
	Conclusion

Summary

Main point/thesis

Connections
	Writes a concluding paragraph at the end of a composition that effectively sums up the ideas in the composition, writes a final, appropriate message about the thesis, and connects conclusion to introduction
	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[9] 4.2.1 Writing a narrative using elements of fiction to advance the plot (L)


	Setting

Characters

Conflict/resolution

Dialogue

Sensory details

Plot

Narrative writing
	Make use of fiction story elements in order to compose a piece of narrative writing
	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[9] 4.2.2 Writing in a variety of nonfiction forms (e.g., letter, report, biography, autobiography, and/or essay) to inform, describe or persuade
	Appropriate forms for non-fiction writing

Letter writing

Report

Biography

Autobiography

Essay

Persuasive writing

Descriptive writing

Informational writing
	Write in a variety of non-fiction forms (i.e. letter, report, biography, autobiography, essay) and include the correct purpose (i.e. inform, describe, or persuade)


	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[9] 4.2.3 Writing expressively when producing or responding to texts (e.g., poetry, journals, editorials, drama, reflective essays, and/or newsletters)* (L)


	Expressive language

Writer’s notebook

Poetry

Journals

Editorials

Drama

Reflective essays

Newsletters


	Incorporates descriptive word choices and language when responding to literature or writing creatively


	
	

	
	The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences by
	[9] 4.2.4 Using research-based information and/or analysis in research projects or extended reports*(L)
	Supportive and illustrative materials

Research projects
	Be able to locate information from a variety of resources

Create projects/extended reports using research-based information
	
	

	Structures and Conventions of Writing
	The student writes and edits using conventions of Standard English by
	[9] 4.3.1 Varying beginnings, lengths, and patterns of sentences to improve flow and to enhance meaning and style of writing*
	Sentence variety

Sentence flow

Enhance meaning

Style
	Writes a variety of sentences (e.g., short, simple sentences, compound, complex sentences with clauses) to create a certain effect  (e.g., using short, choppy sentences to indicate anger)
	
	

	
	The student writes and edits using conventions of Standard English by
	[9] 4.3.2 Applying rules of spelling (e.g., homophones, irregular plurals, and contractions)*


	Rules of spelling

homophones

irregular plurals contractions
	Identifies and corrects misspellings in context of own work and the work of others.
	
	

	
	The student writes and edits using conventions of Standard English by
	[9] 4.3.3 Applying rules of punctuation (i.e., comma, quotation marks, apostrophes, semicolons, colons, hyphens, and parentheses)


	Rules of punctuation

Commas

Quotation marks Apostrophes Parentheses 

Colons

Semicolons

Hyphens
	Identifies and/or corrects errors in punctuation and other appropriate conventions
	
	

	
	The student writes and edits using conventions of Standard English by
	[9] 4.3.4 Applying rules of capitalization (e.g., titles and proper nouns)*
	Rules of capitalization

Titles

Proper nouns

Beginning of sentences
	Identifies and/or corrects errors in capitalization in context
	
	

	
	The student writes and edits using

conventions of Standard English by
	[9] 4.3.5 Applying rules of usage (i.e., verb tense, subject/verb agreement, possessives, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, and sentence structure)*
	Usage rules

Verb tense, subject/verb agreement 

Possessives 

Pronouns

Adjectives 

Adverbs 

Run-on sentences

Sentence fragments

Sentence structure
	Corrects targeted usage errors (e.g., corrects run-on sentence or incorrect use of adjective) in and out of context
	
	

	Revise
	The student revises writing by
	[9] 4.4.1 Reviewing content and organization and making appropriate changes to improve clarity and logical progression of ideas (e.g., increasing elaboration or support for ideas/thesis, providing relevant details, examples, definitions, narrative anecdotes, illustrative scenarios, or counterarguments appropriate to the genre)
	Content review

Organization review

Clarity

Sequence of ideas

Elaboration

Thesis support

Relevant details

Definitions

Examples

Anecdotes

Scenarios

Counterarguments


	Reviews and revises by making appropriate changes to improve clarity and sequence of ideas
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[9] 4.4.2 Giving/receiving appropriate feedback and evaluating writing based on established criteria (e.g., self-created checklists, peer conference formats, scoring guides or rubrics)* (L)
	Feedback on writing

Evaluation of writing

Self-created checklists Peer conference formats

Scoring guides/rubrics
	Uses criteria in a rubric or scoring grid to edit and refine writing

Evaluates or judges the quality of writing according to a rubric or other scoring guide

(increased rigor)
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[9] 4.4.3 Combining sentences for fluency, using precise and descriptive words and/or eliminating irrelevant details to improve quality and effectiveness of writing*


	Sentence combination/sentence fluency

Word choice

Irrelevant details


	Combines sentences to improve original sentences (e.g., changes The dog was small. The dog was mean. The dog was pulling on its leash to The small, ferocious dog was straining on its leash)

Deletes details that are not necessary
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[9] 4.4.4 Clarifying thesis statement and/or topic sentence and adding details to support main ideas, if needed*


	Supportive details

Clarification of thesis/topic statement
	Rewording thesis or topic statement to make meaning clearer

Adds details to further support or describe main ideas if additional information is needed
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[9] 4.4.5 Making style, diction, and voice or persona more consistent with form (e.g., organizational structure or writing genre) and the perspective conveyed
	Style

Diction

Voice

Persona


	Match voice, diction, or style to writing genre
	
	

	
	The student revises writing by
	[9] 4.4.6 Using resources throughout the writing process (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, peer conference, scoring guide, genre exemplars, style manual, rubric, word processor) (L)
	Writing resources

Dictionary

Thesaurus 

Peer conference

Scoring guide rubric

Word processor

Genre exemplars


	Uses resources as needed when writing
	
	

	Cite Sources
	The student documents sources by


	[9] 4.5.1 Giving credit for others’ ideas, images, and multimedia information, including others’ ideas directly quoted or paraphrased by student, by citing sources using a standard method of documentation (e.g., MLA or APA style) (L)
	Source 

Author

Title 

Publishing information  Page number

Multimedia

MLA

APA
	Cites the author, title,

publisher of the source of ideas, images, page number, and information used from other sources in the format specified by MLA or APA
	
	

	Use Resources
	The student uses resources by


	[9] 3.6.1 Correcting misspellings using available software programs, including choosing the correct spelling option among several choices* (L)
	Electronic spell checkers
	Uses software spell check to correct misspelled words and selects correct spelling when given a choice of words


	
	

	
	The student uses resources by


	[9] 3.6.2 Using thesaurus to locate and choose effective synonyms for common words or to avoid redundancy (L)


	Thesaurus 

Synonyms

Redundancy
	Finds synonyms for common words in thesaurus when looking for a more descriptive or precise word
	
	

	
	The student uses resources by


	[9] 3.6.3 Selecting and using formatting features to produce final draft (e.g., centering title, choosing appropriate font size and style, indentation, pagination, and line spacing)* (L)


	Word processor

Computer formatting skills

Centering title

Choosing appropriate font size and style

Indentation

Pagination 

Line spacing
	Uses format features in word processing to create final draft (e.g., font size, indentation or line space for paragraph breaks)
	
	

	
	The student uses resources by


	[9] 3.6.4 Selecting correct choice when using grammar-checking software (e.g., accepts suggested change or disregards inappropriate suggested change) (L)
	Grammar-checking software
	Appropriately uses grammar-checking software
	
	


