IEP/504 Team Assessment Guidance for Ninth-Grade Parents

The High School Graduation Qualifying Exam (HSGQE) is a regular assessment required for all students seeking a diploma. The HSGQE is intended to measure essential skills in the areas of reading, writing, and mathematics. High school students are required to begin taking the HSGQE in the spring of their sophomore year. Various options are available for students who have IEP/504 services that reflect the students’ individual and unique needs. Each student’s IEP/504 team must decide which of the choices shown here is appropriate for the student. 

HSGQE choices for first sitting of the examination: 

· Participate in the regular HSGQE without accommodations; 

· Participate in the regular HSGQE with accommodations; 

· Participate in the regular HSGQE with modifications (in sophomore year). This test would be invalid and not scored;  
· Participate in the state approved Modified HSGQE or Nonstandardized HSGQE.  This test would be valid and scored. Refer to regulation 4 AAC 06.774(d) and waiver regulation 4 AAC 06.775(l) for qualifications and procedures; or 

· Participate in the Alternate Assessment, which does not lead to a diploma.

Retakes and the HSGQE choices (final approach decided by February 1, of student’s junior year):

· Participate in the HSGQE retake with or without accommodations;

· Participate in the Modified HSGQE with modifications and accommodations; or

· Participate in the Nonstandardized HSGQE with or without accommodations.

It is acceptable for a student to take the fall Modified HSGQE retake and then determine by February 1, of the student’s junior year that the Nonstandardized HSGQE is the better and final approach. Accommodations and modifications are defined and noted in the Participation Guidelines available at the Department of Education & Early Development’s web site http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/modified.html. 

MODIFIED HSGQE

Students must take the HSGQE at least one time with or without accommodations to be eligible to apply for a Modified HSGQE. The Modified HSGQE is the HSGQE given with allowable modifications—changes to the test situation that normally would not be allowed. Some modifications are permitted here because of the high stakes of the HSGQE and because the significant help modifications provide to a student outweighs their compromising effect on the validity of the test. 

The department and the IEP or 504 team have an important role to play in deciding whether a modification should be provided to a student. The IEP or 504 team will determine whether a particular modification will be helpful to a student on the subtests of the HSGQE on which the student has had difficulty. The IEP or 504 team will then apply to the department for approval of the proposed modification. Forms are available online:
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/modified.html. The department will determine whether the benefit of the modification outweighs its potentially adverse effect on the validity of the test.

If an eligible student receives a proficient score on the Modified HSGQE, the student has satisfied state requirements for passing the HSGQE. An eligible student may meet state requirements for passing the HSGQE using any combination of testing under standard conditions, testing with the use of accommodations, or passing the Modified or Nonstandardized HSGQE.

NONSTANDARDIZED HSGQE

The Nonstandardized HSGQE is available for only a very few students. The Nonstandardized HSGQE is limited to students with severe physical or emotional disabilities who have taken the HSGQE, and who can document that they are unable to demonstrate their proficiency on a standardized assessment.

Most students with disabilities are not eligible for the Nonstandardized HSGQE and should continue to take the Modified HSGQE even if they have difficulty passing it. Moreover, because the Nonstandardized HSGQE is a very rigorous assessment, some students who are eligible for this assessment may find that the Modified HSGQE is more advantageous to them. 

The Nonstandardized HSGQE requires a student to prepare an extensive collection of work that reflects competency in each of the state standards tested on the HSGQE. A jury to ensure that the student has met those standards then scores the work. Eligibility requirements for the Nonstandardized HSGQE are detailed in the Participation Guidelines that are available online at the Department of Education & Early Development’s web site http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/modified.html.

To have a student participate in the Nonstandardized HSGQE, an IEP or 504 team must submit an application for the Nonstandardized HSGQE on a form provided by the department. The IEP or 504 team must confirm that the student meets the eligibility criteria. The application must include evidence to support the student’s eligibility.

If an eligible student receives a proficient score on the Nonstandardized HSGQE, the student has satisfied state requirements for passing the HSGQE.

I have been informed regarding the Alternative Assessment Program, which provides approaches for students with disabilities to show proficiency on the High School Graduation Qualifying Examination.  I understand by February 1, of my child’s junior year, we must commit to a final Alternative Assessment approach (Modified HSGQE or Nonstandardized HSGQE).
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This signed form should be filed in the Student’s IEP/504 file.

