Teacher Survey of Consequential Validity

Alternate Assessment: Students with significant disabilities take an alternate assessment when they are unable to take the typical statewide assessments even with accommodations. Alternate assessments were first called for by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (1997) and later by the No Child Left Behind act (2002). These assessments allow states to count up to 1% of students tested as “proficient” based on alternate achievement standards.

Purpose: The goal of this survey is to better understand the impact that Alaska’s alternate assessment is having on the educational programs of students with significant cognitive disabilities, and to discover if the assessment system works efficiently for educators. We would like to hear from Qualified Assessors and Qualified Mentor-Trainers on a number of issues that relate to the administration of the assessment and use of the results. In particular, six areas are addressed in this survey.

A. Training and Qualification 

B. Test Administration and Decision Making

C. Accessibility and Results

D. Instructional Relevance

E.  Professional Development Needs

F. Teacher Demographics and Experiences

Confidentiality: Contact information (email address and phone number) will be gathered so that we can verify the quality of data collected and follow-up with questions where responses require clarification.  Otherwise, all personal identification codes and contact information will be removed from the data file prior to analysis. The results will be summarized as a group and reported anonymously.

Time required to complete this survey is approximately 10-12 minutes.

 Survey Questions

Please respond to the following statements about various dimensions of the Alternate Assessment.
	1-Strongly Disagree, 2-Disagree, 3-Agree, 4-Strongly Agree


	A. Training and Qualifications
	Scale

	1. After completing all training, I feel fully capable of administering the Alternate Assessment.
	
1
2
3
4


	B. Test Administration and Decision Making
	Scale

	2. Decision-making is clear for administration of standard (STD) or extended levels of support (ELOS) test items.
	
1
2
3
4

	3. Scoring criteria for tasks are clear.
	
1
2
3
4


	C. Accessibility and Results
	Scale

	4. The results accurately depict what students are capable of doing on the ExGLEs.
	
1
2
3
4


	D. Instructional Relevance
	Scale

	5. The content covered on Alaska’s Alternate Assessment is closely related to what I teach.
	
1
2
3
4

	6. I use the Extended Grade Level Expectations (ExGLEs) to guide instruction.
	
1
2
3
4

	7. The IEP team uses the ExGLEs to guide writing academic goals and objectives.
	
1
2
3
4

	8. I now spend more time teaching academic content to students taking the alternate assessment than before.
	
1
2
3
4

	9. I provide more kinds of accommodations, assistive technologies, and supports than I did prior to administering alternate assessments.
	
1
2
3
4

	10. With the alternate assessments, I learned new information about my students’ knowledge/skill in academic content. 
	
1
2
3
4

	11. Through administering the alternate assessment, I personally learned new skills for assessing student academic performance.
	
1
2
3
4

	12. It is important to include students with significant cognitive disabilities in the statewide assessment and accountability system.
	
1
2
3
4


	E. Professional Development Needs
	Scale

	13. Providing instruction in language arts (reading and writing) aligned to content standards and alternate assessments.
	
1
2
3
4

	14. Providing instruction in mathematics aligned to content standards and alternate assessments.
	
1
2
3
4

	15. Providing instruction in science aligned to content standards and alternate assessments.
	
1
2
3
4

	16. Appropriately balancing academic content aligned to standards and functional or daily living skills.
	
1
2
3
4

	17. Using appropriate accommodations that assist students in learning and showing what they know and can do.
	
1
2
3
4

	18. Using Alternative or Augmented Communication (AAC) systems that assist students in learning and showing what they know and can do.
	
1
2
3
4

	19. Explaining alternate assessment results to parents.
	
1
2
3
4

	Comments: (If your comment refers to a question above, please list specific question number)



F. Teacher Demographics and Experiences – Please tell us about yourself

How many years you have been teaching overall?  ______________

How many years have you been teaching students with significant disabilities?  _________

Please indicate the college degrees you have earned. (Check all that apply)

Bachelor’s
__Yes
__No

Masters
__Yes
__No

Doctorate
__Yes
__No

Other: 
__Yes
__No

For Other, Please specify ___________________________________________________

Which of the following areas of teaching certification or licensure do you hold? (Check all that apply):

General Education

__Yes
__No

Special Education

__Yes
__No

Other (specify): 

__Yes
__No

For Other, Please specify __________________________________________________

Which of the following subject area endorsements or certifications do you hold?  (Check all that apply):

English Language Arts
__Yes
__No

Mathematics


__Yes
__No

Science 


__Yes
__No

Health/Physical Education
__Yes
__No

Fine or Performing Arts
__Yes
__No

Social Studies

__Yes
__No

Other (specify): 

__Yes
__No

For Other, Please specify_____________________________

Number of Students Assessed by Grade Band
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