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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #5 	 Response Score: 1

Extended Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 1

yy Deficient composition with few details to support ideas (“really terrible neighbor hood,” “to fix it 
up”)

yy Only one sentence
yy Misspelled word and usage error
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

  6.	 C
  7.	 C
  8.	 B
  9.	 A
10.	 B
11.	 Read the paragraph. 

Hobbies do more than take up people’s time; they can also provide big benefits.  
For example, stamp collectors end up learning a great deal about history and geography.  
The reward for woodworkers is owning handmade furniture. Those with sports as a hobby 
gain fitness.

	 On the lines below, write two new sentences that would add appropriate details to the paragraph. 
Be sure to use correct capitalization and punctuation. This item is worth 2 points.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

11.	 Short Constructed Response (2-point)
Score Rubric

2

The writing sample provides a complete and accurate response to the task.

yy Student writes two sentences that add appropriate details to the paragraph and does not 
introduce an error in capitalization or punctuation.

Examples include but are not limited to:

1. Hunters can provide the family with fresh meat.  
    Knitters keep warm and save money.

2. Mechanics usually have well-maintained vehicles. 
    Photographers can take beautiful pictures of family and friends.

1

The writing sample provides a partial response to the task.

yy Student writes one sentence that adds an appropriate detail to the paragraph and/or 
introduces an error in capitalization or punctuation.

Examples include but are not limited to:

1. Hunters can provide the family with fresh meat.

2. Jewelry makers can create beautiful necklaces for themselves and others.

0

The writing sample provides a response that is completely incorrect, irrelevant to the 
question, or a copy of the prompt.

yy Student fails to write an appropriate sentence that adds detail to the paragraph and/or 
introduces more than one error in capitalization or punctuation.

Examples include but are not limited to:

1. Hobbies take up time that could be spent on homework.

2. My cousin doesn’t have any hobbies, and he’s boring.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #11 	 Response Score: 2

Short Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 2

Student has written two sentences that add appropriate details to the paragraph and has not introduced 
an error in capitalization or punctuation.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #11 	 Response Score: 1a

Short Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 1a

Student has written one sentence that adds an appropriate detail to the paragraph and one sentence that 
repeats the information in the first sentence of the prompt.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #11 	 Response Score: 1b

Short Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 1b

Student has written one sentence that adds an appropriate detail to the paragraph. The attempt at a 
second sentence is actually a fragment.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #11 	 Response Score: 0

Short Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 0

Student has not succeeded in writing an appropriate sentence that adds detail to the paragraph.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

12.	 Think about a class you have taken in which you learned something valuable. 
	 Write one paragraph that identifies the class and explains why the lesson you learned was 

valuable. This item is worth 4 points.

	 Extended Constructed Response (4-point)

Score Rubric

4

An effective, well-developed composition that fulfills the assigned purpose

yy Specific details support ideas
yy Organizational plan is logical, with effective sequencing
yy Word choices are effective and precise
yy Transitions and sentence structure are purposeful and varied
yy Few errors are present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation
yy Errors do not interfere with meaning

3

A complete composition that addresses the assigned purpose

yy General details support ideas
yy Organizational plan has predictable sequencing
yy Word choices are purposeful, but pedestrian
yy Transitions and sentence structures are simple, but accurate
yy Some errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation
yy Few errors may interfere with meaning

2

An oversimplified composition that addresses the assigned purpose

yy Some details support ideas
yy Organizational plan has lapses; may be a list
yy Word choices are basic or predictable
yy Transitions and sentence structures are repetitive
yy Many errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation
yy Few errors may interfere with meaning

1

A deficient composition that attempts to address the assigned purpose

yy Few or no details support ideas; ideas may be random, confusing, repetitious, or consist 
of a bare list

yy Organizational plan and sequencing are weak; may be a brief list
yy Word choices are confusing and/or immature
yy Sentence structures are repetitive and fragmented, with few or no transitions
yy Predominant errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation
yy Errors may interfere with meaning
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #12 	 Response Score: 4

Extended Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 4

yy Effective, well-developed composition with specific details to support ideas (“know how to plot 
graphs, charts print letters ect, which helps greatly on presentations”; “doesn’t add stress to other 
academic classes, as electives sometimes do”)

yy Logical organization with purposeful transitions (“Now,” “In addition,” “Furthermore”)
yy Precise word choices (“to their full potential,” “get a better grip on technology”)
yy Varied sentence structure
yy Few errors
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #12 	 Response Score: 3

Extended Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 3

yy Complete composition with general details to support ideas (“how to really use your head,” “shows 
you different ways to express your answer”)

yy Predictable sequencing
yy Pedestrian word choices (“how to really use,” “he shows you different ways,” “answer questions in 

all kinds of different manners”)
yy Some errors in spelling and usage, as well as a sentence fragment
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #12 	 Response Score: 2

Extended Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 2

yy Oversimplified composition with some details to support ideas (“had no idea on how to shade,” 
“finally found out how”)

yy Basic word choices (“I love to draw,” “some things I still needed help on,” “I had no idea”)
yy Errors in punctuation and a spelling error
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #12 	 Response Score: 1

Extended Constructed Response:

Annotation for score point: 1

yy Deficient composition with few details to support ideas (“I have learned that not everyone thinks  
the same”)

yy Only two sentences
yy Missing word in first sentence
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys, 	
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

13.	 B
14.	 D
15.	 D
16.	 C
17.	 D
18.	 B
19.	 A
20.	 D
21.	 B
22.	 D
23.	 D
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SECTION II: Grade 10 Writing Test Map	

Writing

Sequence GLE HSGQE Key

1 NA W4.4 B

2 4.4.4 W4.4 C

3 4.3.5 W4.3 D

4 NA W4.3 D

5 4.1.2 W4.1/W4.2 Extended Constructed Response

6 NA W4.4 C

7 NA W4.3 C

8 NA W4.3 B

9 4.4.4 W4.4 A

10 NA W4.4 B

11 4.4.4 W4.4 Short Constructed Response

12 4.1.2 W4.1/W4.2 Extended Constructed Response

13 4.2.2 NA B

14 4.3.3 W4.3 D

15 NA W4.3 D

16 4.4.3 W4.4 C

17 4.3.2 W4.3 D

18 4.1.1 NA B

19 4.1.1 NA A

20 4.1.3 NA D

21 4.1.2 NA B

22 4.3.3 NA D

23 4.3.5 NA D
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