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SECTION 1  (  HANDBOOK GUIDANCE MEMORANDUMS
Links to:  Correlation Between Federal Statute and Federal Regulations – PDF
State Regulatory Changes to Reflect the Requirements of IDEA 2004 - PDF
SECTION 2  (  CONTACT INFORMATION

Department of Education & Early Development
Division of Teaching and Learning Support
801 W. 10th Street, Suite 200
P.O. Box 110500 
Juneau, AK 99811-0500

Telephone: (907) 465-8693
TTY/TTD: (907) 465-2815
Confidential Fax: (907) 465-2806
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/sped/
PROGRAM STAFF

	Art Arnold
State Special Education Director
(907) 465-2972
art.arnold@alaska.gov


	Sharon Fishel 
Special Projects Manager
(907) 465-2824
sharon.fishel@alaska.gov  
	Chris Wilkens 
Special Education Program Manager
(907) 465-8705

christian.wilkens@alaska.gov

	 
	 

	Don Enoch
Special Education Program Manager
(907) 465-2097
donald.enoch@alaska.gov 
	Andrew Koval
Education Associate
(907) 465-8693
Andrew.Koval@alaska.gov 

	 
	 

	Susan  Steele
Special Education Program Manager
(907) 465-8702

susan.steele@alaska.gov

	Erik Stimpfle
Special Education Projects Assistant
(907) 465-8713
erik.stimpfle@alaska.gov

	
Barbara Skan    Education Program Assistant (907) 465-2981



SECTION 3  (  PURPOSE OF HANDBOOK

This handbook provides guidelines for the operation of local special education programs for children with disabilities. Because it is a guideline and not a regulatory document, specific federal and state citations are not listed. However, all federal and state statutes, regulations, and policies that impact children with disabilities are incorporated.  These citations can be located in the Legal Citations document at the beginning of each part of this handbook (I-XII).
SECTION 4  (  USE OF THE HANDBOOK FOR DISTRICT APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL FUNDS

In order to receive federal special education funds, each District must annually submit a grant application that describes its procedures for complying with federal and state requirements for serving children with disabilities. The District provides assurance to the Department by providing a “Statement of Assurance” with the District’s annual Title VI-B and Section 619 grant application. This handbook contains the procedures for complying with federal and state requirements for a local application. A District may choose to adopt the entire handbook (it may adopt parts of the handbook and develop procedures for those parts of the handbook not adopted), or it may choose not to adopt any portion of the handbook and develop its own procedures. However, a District must have procedures that are in compliance with federal and state requirements. Consequently, if a District chooses not to adopt a procedure required by the handbook, an alternative procedure must be approved by the Department. This includes use of special education forms not contained in this handbook. 
SECTION 5  (  HANDBOOK REVISIONS
The handbook is a dynamic document. Revisions will be made as changes in special education requirements, policy, or practice, occur. We would appreciate knowing of any errors found in the handbook, as well as any suggestions for improvement. When noting errors or making suggestions, please send a copy of the pages with the suggested corrections to the Department of Education & Early Development (EED), Division of Teaching and Learning Support.
SECTION 6  (  ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION

In addition to the Resources section of this handbook, Alaska's Special Education website (www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/sped/) provides links to state and federal laws and regulations, information on program activities, and many other resources. 
The Special Education Directors' listserv is another important source of information that we encourage directors to utilize more frequently.  
SECTION 7  (  DISCLAIMER 

This document was developed by the Alaska State Department of Education & Early Development, Division of Teaching and Learning Support. The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the position of the United States Department of Education and no endorsement of the United States Department of Education should be inferred.

This document is provided as a guide for the provision of special education and related services. If any portion of this document conflicts with law or regulation, the law or regulation takes precedence.
SECTION 8  (  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This document was initially developed in 1991 by the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development staff in collaboration with the Western Regional Resource Center (WRRC).

In 2001 and 2002, the Department of Education & Early Development collaborated with multiple state agencies and providers that include the revisions in the 2002 handbook. The Department convened a Paperwork Reduction Committee that contributed their time and expertise in revising the Alaska special education forms.

The 2004 revisions added two new parts developed by the Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP), and the Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education (GCDSE).  Part XI - Parent Information and Appendix K provide access to the Alaska Parent Guide.  The new parts contain information available to individuals who experience a disability and their parents. Additional substantive changes were added in compliance with OSEP guidance and direction.

In 2005, the Department incorporated all statutory changes reflective of IDEA 2004. In addition, a new appendix was added to include State and District-wide Assessment information (Refer to Appendix L).
The 2007 revisions contain statutory changes reflective of IDEA 2004 not previously included in this document.  In addition, a new part and appendix have been added to include and incorporate information related to the State Performance Plan (SPP) and the Annual Performance Report (APR). ( Refer to Part XII and Appendix M for more information on these new sections. 
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